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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES. 


"THE first session of the fifth Congress, under the constitution of government of the 
United States, commenced at the City of Philadelphia, agreeable to the proclamation — 
of the President of the United States, of the twenty-fifth day of March last, and the |. 

Senate accordingly assembled on this day; being 


MONDAY, MAY 15, 1797. 


PRESENT, 
Tuomas Juvrunson, Vice President of the United States, and President of the Senate. 


John Langdon, and 


From New Hampshire, the Honorable 3 S. uel Livermore. 


North Carolina, 


South Carolina, 
Georgia, 


the Honorable 


. Massachusetts, the Honorable Benjamin Goodhue. 3 

Rhode Island, the Honorable$ fücodore Posten and.. 
: James Hillhouse, and: 

Connecticut, the Honorable 3 Uriah Tracy. 
Vermont, the Honorable Isaac Tichenor. 
New York, the Honorable Joh» Laurance. 
Pennsylvania, the Honorable William Bingham. 
Delaware, the Honorable Henry Latimer. 
Maryland, the Honorable John E. Howard. 
Virginia, the Honorable Stephens T. Mason. 


Alexander Martin, and 
Timothy Bloodworth. 


the Honorable John Hunter. 


the Honorable 


Josiah Tattnall, 


The Senators whose names are subjoined produced their credentials on the 4th day 
of March last, and took their seats in the Senate, as appears by the Executive record 
of that date, viz:: Mr. Foster, Mr. Goodhue, Mr. Hillhouse, Mr. Howard, Mr. Latimer, 
Mr. Mason, Mr. Ross, and Mr. Tichenor, f i 

The Honorable William Cocke, appointed a Senator by the state of Tennessee, pro- 
duced his credentials, and the oath required by law being administered, hé took his 
seat in the Senate. 5 i ` 

Ordered, That the Secretary wait on the President of the United States, and acquaint 
him -hat..a quorum of the Senate is assembled. : 

Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the House of Representatives that a quorum 
of the Senate is assembled, and ready to proceed to business, 

A. message from the Hoüse of Representatives, by Mr. Condy, their Clerk: 

Mr, President: A quorum of the House of Representatives is assembled, and have 
elected the Honorable Jonathan Dayton their Speaker. Andhe witlidrew. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr, Condy, their Clerk: 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives have appointed a joint committee 
on their part, together with such committee as the Senate may appoint, to wait on the 
President of the United States, and inform him that a quorum ot the two Houses is as- 
sembléd, and ready to receive any communications that he may be pleased to make to 
them. And he withdrew f 

On motion, : 

Resolved, Tha: the Senate do concur in the appointment of a joint committee, and 
that Messrs, Livermore and Langdon be the join’ committee on the part of the Senate, 

Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the House of Representatives therewith. 
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~ Mr. Livermore reported, from the joint committee, that they had waited onthe Pre. 
sident of the United States, and bad notified him that à quorum of the two houses is 
assembled: and that the Président of the United States acquainted the committee that 


be would meet the two- Houses in the Representatives’ chamber, at 12 o'clock to. 


morrow.. . 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Condy, their Clerk: 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives have resolved that two chaplains-be 
appointed to Congress, for the present session, one by each House, who shall inte». 
change weekly; in which they desire the concurrence of the Senate. And he with. 
‘drew. 

j ‘Whereupon, ` : 

'The Senate proceeded to consider the said resolution; and, o> 
` Resolved, That they do concur therein, and that the Right Reverend Bishop White 
be thé chaplain on the part of the Senate. AR 

^ Ordered, That the Secretary communicate the concurrence of the Senate in this re- 
solution, together with their proceedings thereon, to the House of Representatives. 
~The Senate adjourned to 11 o'clock to-morrow morning. : 


TUESDAY, MAX 16, 1797. 


The Honorable William Blount, from the state of Tennessee; the Honorable Theo- 


4 


dore Sedgwick, from the state of Massachusetts; and the Honorable John Vining, from ` 


the state of Delaware; severally attended, 

A message from the.House of Representatives, by Mr, Condy, tlieir Clerk: 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives are now ready to meet the Senate 
in the chamber of that House, to receive such communications as the President of the 
United States shall be pleased to make to them, And he withdrew. 

Whereupon, 

"The Senate repaired to the chamber of the House of Representatives, for the pur- 
pose above expressed. H 

The Senate returned to their own chamber; and a copy of the speech of the Pre- 
sident of the United States, this day addressed to both Houses of Congress; was read, 
as follows: ; 7 ` 

` Gentlemen of the Senate, 

l and Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: 

"The personal inconveniences to the members of the Senate and of the House of 
Representatives, in leaving their families and private affairs at this season of the year, 
are so obvious, that I the more regret the extraordinary occasion which has rendered 
the convention of Congress indispensable. : 

It would have afforded me the highest satisfaction to have been able to congratulate 
you on a restoration of peace tothe nations of Europe whose animosities have endan- 
gered our tranquillity. But we have still abundant cause of gratitude to the Supreme 
Dispenser of national blessings, for general health and promising seasons; for domes» 
tic and social happiness; for the rapid progress and ample acquisitions of industry: 
through extensive territories; for civil, political, and religious liberty. While other 
states are desolated with foreign war, or convulsed. with intestine divisions, the United 
Slates present the pleasing prospect of a nation governed by mild and equal laws; 
generally satisfied with the possession of their rights; neither envying the advantages 
nor fearing the power of other nations; solicitous only for the maintenance of order 


and justice, and the preservation of liberty; increasing daily in their attachment to a. 


‘system of government in proportion to their experience of its utility; yielding a-ready 
and general obedience to laws flowing from.the reason, and resting on the only solid 
foundation, the affections of the people. 

tt is with extreme regret that I shall be obliged to turn your thoughts to other cir- 
cumstances, which admonish us that some of these felicities may not be lasting. But, 
if the tide of our prosperity is full, and a reflux commencing, à vigilant circumspec- 
tion becomes us, that we may meet our reverses with fortitude, and extricate oür- 
selves from their consequences with all the skill we possess and all the efforts in our 
power. , 

in giving to €ongress information of the state of the Union, and recommending to 
thei consideration such measures as appear to me to be expedient or necessary, ac- 
cording to my constitutional duty, the causes and the object of the present extraordi- 
~*~ ion will be explained. 


vernment had expressed serious discontents at some proceedings of. the government 


President of the United States received information that the French go 
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-of these states, said to affect the interests of France, he thought it expedient to- send 
to that country a new minister, fully instructed to enter on such amicable discussions, 
andto give such candid explanations, as might bappily remove the discontents and. 
suspicions of the French government, and vindicate. the conduct of the United States, 
For this purpose he selected, from among his fellow-citizens, a character whose in- 
tegrity, talents, experience, and: services, had placed him in the rank of the most es-* 
teemed.and respected in the nation. The direct object of his mission. was expressed. 
in his letter of credence to the French Republic; being “to maintain that good under- 
standing which, from the commencement of the alliance, had subsisted between the 
two nations; and to efface unfavorable impressions, banish suspicions, aud ‘restore 
that cordiality which was at once the evidence and pledge of a friendly union.” And 
his instructions were to the same effect, “faithfully to represent the disposition. of 
the government and people of the United. States, their disposition being one, tore- 
move jealousies and obviate complaints, by shewing that they were groundless, to 
restore that mutual confidence which «had been so unfortunately and injuriously im- 
paired, and to explain the relative interests of both countries,‘and the: “ real senti- 
ments of his own.” i 

A minister thus specially commissioned, it was expected would have proved the in- 
strument of restoring mutual confidence between the two Republics, “The first step 
ofthe French government corresponded with that expectation. A few days before 
his arrival at Paris, the French minister of foreign relations informed the American 
minister then resident at Paris of the formalities to be observed by himself in taking 
leave, and by his successor preparatory to his reception, These formalities they ob- 
served, and on the ninth of December presented officially to the minister of foreign 
relations, the one a copy of his letters of recal, the other a. copy of his letters of cre- 
dence. moat i 

These were laid before the Executive Directory. Two days afterwards the minister 
of toreign relations informed the recalled American minister, that the executive direc- 
tory had determined not to receive another minister plenipotentiary irom the United 
States, until after the redress of grievances demanded of the American government, 
and which the French Republic had a right to expect from it. ‘The American minis. 
ter immediately endeavored to ascertain, whether, by refusing to receive him, it was 
intended, that he should retire from the territories of the French Republic: and ver- 
bal answers were given that such was the intention of the directory. For his own jus- 
tification he desired a written answer; but obtained none, until towards the last of Ja- 
nuary; when, receiving notice in writing to quit the territories of the republic, he pro- 
ceeded to Amsterdam, where he proposed to wait for instruction from this govern- 
ment. During his residence at Paris, cards of hospitality were refused him, and he 
was threatened with being subjected to the jurisdiction of the minister of police: but, 
with becoming firmness, he insisted on the protection of the law of nations due.to hün 
as the known minister of a foreign power. . You will derive further information from 
his dispatches, which will be laid before you. AU EA 

As it is often necessary that nations should treat, for the mutual advantage of their 
affairs, and especially to accommodate and terminate differences; and as they can 
treat only by ministers, the right of embassy is well known and established, by.the 
law and usage of nations, The refusal on the part of France to receive our minister, 
is then the denial of a right: but the refusal to receive him, until we have.acceded to 
their demands, without discussion and without investigation, is to treat us neither as 
allies, nor as friends, nor asa sovereign state. 2 

With this conduct of the French government, it will be proper to take into view 
the public audience given to the late minister of the United States, on his taking leave 
of the executive directory. ‘The speech of the President discloses sentiments more 
alarming than the refusal of a minister, because more dangerous to our independence 
and Union; and at the same time studiously marked with indignities towards the go- 
vernment of the United States. It evinces a disposition to separate the people of the 
United States from the government: to persuade them that they have different affec- 
tions, principles, and interests, from those of their fellow-citizens, whom they them- 
selves have chosen to manage their common ‘concerns; and thus to produce divisions 
fatul to our peace. Such attempts ought to be repelled, with.a decision which shall 
convince France and the world, that we are not a degraded people; humiliated under 
a colonial spirit of fear and sense of inferiority, fitted to be the miserable instruments 
of foreign influence and regardless of national honor, character, and interest. 

I should have been happy to have thrown a veil over these transactions, if it had. 
been possibie to conceal them, but they have passed on the great theatre of the world 
in the face of all Europe and America; and with such circumstances of publicity and 
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solemnity that they cannot be disguised aad: will not soon be forgotten; they have in. 
d a wound in the American breast; it is my sincere desire, however, that it may be 
ealed, . ; pe tem F ; ; : ni 
Itis my sincere desire;snd in this I presume I concur with you, and with our con. 
;Stituents, to preserve peace and friendship with all nations; and believing that neither 
“the honor nor the interest of the United States: absolutely forbid the repetition of 
advances for securing these. desirable objects with France, I shall institute à fresh at. 
tempt at negotiation, and shall not fail to promote and accelerate an accommodation, 
on terms compatible: with the rights, duties, interests, and honor of the nation. If 
. We have committed errors, and these can be demonstrated, we shall. be willing to 
correct them: If we have done injuries, we shall be willing on conviction to redress 
them, : And equal-measures of justice we havea right to expect from France and ey. 
“ery other nation. .. » 

Ur The diplomatic intercourse between the United States and France being at present 

suspended, the government has no means of obtaining official information from that 

country; nevertheless, there is reason to believe that the executive directory: passed a 

decree on the second of March last, contravening, in part, the treaty of amity and- com: 

merce. of one thousand seven hundred and seventy-eight, injuricus to our lawful com- 
merce and endangering the lives of our citizens.. A copy of this decree will be laid 

before you. . 

While. we are endeavoring to adjust all our differences with France; by amicable 
negotiation, the progress ofthe war in Europe, the depredations on our commerce, tlie 
personal injuries to our citizens, and the general complexion of affairs, render it my 
indispensable duty to recommend to your consideration effectual measures of defence, 

The commerce of the United States has become an interesting object of attention, 
whether we consider itin relation to the wealth and finances, or the strength and re- 
sources, of the nation. With a seacoast of near two thousand miles in extent, open- 
ing a wide field for fisheries, navigation, and commerce, a great portion of our citizens 

, naturally apply their industry and enterprize to those objects. Any serious and per- 
manent injury to commerce. would not fail to produce the most embarrassing disorders: 
to prevent it from being. undermined and destroyed, itis essential that it receive an : 
adequaáte:protection..: : core : : 
. = The. naval establishment must occur to every man who considers the injuries com. 
mitted on our commerce, and the insults offered to our citizens, and the description 
of the vessels by which these abuses have been practised. As the sufferings of our 
mercantile and seafaring citizens cannot be ascribed to the omission of duties demand- 
‘able, considering the neutral situation of our country, they are to be attributed to the 
hope of impunity, arising from a supposed inability on our part to afford protection. 
‘Lo resist the consequences of such impressions on the minds of foreign nations, and 
to guard against the degradation and servility which they must finally stamp on the 
American character, is an important duty of government. , 

A naval power, next to the militia, is the natural defence of the United States, The 
experience of the last war would be sufficient to shew, that a moderate naval force, 
such as would be easily within the present abilities of the Union, would have been suf- 
ficient to have baffled many formidable transportations of troops from one state.to an- 
other, which were then practised. Our seacoasts, from their great extent, are more 
easily annoyed, and more easily defended, by à naval force than any other. With all 
the materials our country abounds. In skill, our naval architects and navigators are 
equal to-any; and commanders and seamen will not be wanting. m 

But, although the establishment of a permanent system of naval defence appears to 
be requisite, I am sensible it cannot be formed so speedily and extensively. as the 
present crisis demands. Hitherto, T have thought proper to prevent the sailing of 
armed vessels, except on voyages to the East Indies, where general usage and the dan- 
ger from pirates appeared to render the permission proper: Yet the restriction has 
originated solely from a wish to prevent collisions with the powers at war, contraven- 
ing the act of Congress of June, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, and not 
from any. doubt entertained by me of the policy and propriety of permitting our ves- 
:$els to. employ means of defence, while engaged in a lawful foreign. commerce. it 
remains for Congress to prescribe such regulations as will enable our seafaring citi- 
(zens to defend themselves against violations of the law. of nations, and at the same 
time restrain them from committing acts of hostility against the powers at war, In 
‘addition to this voluntary provision for defence by individual citizens, it appears to me 

necessary to equip the frigates, and provide other vessels of inferior force, to take 


under 0y-such merchant. vessels as shall remain unarmed. 
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The greater part of the cruisers, whose depredations have been most injurious, 
have been built, and some of them partially equipped, inthe United States, Although 
an effectual remedy may be attended with difficulty, yet, I have thought it my duty to 
present the subject generally to your consideration, If a mode can be devised, by 
the wisdom of Congress, to prevent the resources of the United States from being 
converted into the means of annoying our trade, a great evil wil be prevented. 
"With the same view I think it proper to mention that some of our citizens resident 
abroad have fitted out privateers, and others have voluntarily taken the command, or 
entered on board of them, and committed spoliations on the commerce of the United 
States. Such unnatural and iniquitous practices can be'restraiped only by severe pu- 
nishments. : ! 

But, besides a protection of our commerce on the seas, I thiak it highly necessary 
to protect it at home, where it is collected in our most important ports, The dis- 
tance of the United States from Europe, and the well known promptitude, ardour, and 
courage of the people, in defence of their country, happily diminished the probability 
of invasion; nevertheless, to guard against sudden and predatory incursions, the situa- 
tion of some of our principal seaporis demands your consideration; and as our coun- 
try is vulnerable in other interests besides those of its commerce, you will seriously de- 
liberate, whether tlie means of general defence ought not to be increased, by an ad- 
dition to the regular artillery and cavalry, and by arrangements for forming a provi- 
Siónal army, 

With the same view, and as a measure which, even in a time of universal peace, 
ought not to be neglected, E recommend to your consideration a revision of the laws 
for organizing, arming, and disciplining the militia, to render that natural and safe de- 
fence of the country efficacious. 

Although it is very true that we ought not to involve ourselves in the political sys- 
tem of Europe, but to keep ourselves always distinct and separate from it, if we can; 
yet, to effect this separation, early, punctual, and continual information of thc current 
chain of events and of the political projects in contemplation is no less necessary than 
if we were directly concerned in them. It is necessary in order to the discovery of 
the effarts made to draw us into the vortex in season to make preparations against 
them. However we may consider ourselves, the maritime and commercial powers of 
the world will consider the United States of America as forming a weight in that ba- 
lance of power in Europe, which never can be forgotten or neglected. It would not 
only be against our interest, but it would be doing wrong to one half of Europe at least, 
if we should voluntarily throw ourselves into either scale. It is a natural policy fora 
nation that studies to be neutral, to consult with other nations engaged in the same 
studies and pursuits, At the sanie time that measures might be pursued with this 
view, our treaties with Prussia and Sweden, one of which is expired, and the other 
near expiring, might be renewed. 

Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: 

It is particularly your province to consider the state of the public finances, and to 
adopt such measures respecting them as exigencies shall be found to require. The 
preservation of nublic credit, the regular extinguishment of the public debt, and a 
provision of funds, to defray any extraordinary expenses, will of course call for your 
serious attention. Although the imposition of new burthens cannot be, in itself, agree- 
able, yet there is no ground to doubt that the American people will expect from you 
such measures, as their actual engagements, their present security, and future inte- 
rests demand, ` 


Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: 


The present situation of our country imposes an obligation on all the departments 
of government to adopt an explicit and decided conduct. In my situation, an expo- 
anon oi the principles by which my administration will be governed ought not to be 
omitted, 

It is impossible to conceal from ourselves or the world, what has been before ob- 
served, that endeavors have been employed to foster and establish a division between 
the government and people of the United States, To investigate the causes which 
have encouraged this attempt is not necessary. But, to repel, by decided and united 
councils, insinuations so derogatory to the honor, and aggressions so dangerous to the 
constitution, union, and even independence, of the nation, is an indispensable duty. 

It must not be permitted to be doubted, whether the people of the United States 
will support the government established by their voluntary consent, and appointed by 
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their free choice, or whether, by surrendering themselves to the direction of foreign 
and domestic factions, in opposition to their own government, they will forfeit the 
honorable station they have hitherto maintained. 

For myself, having never been indifferent to what concerned the interests of my 
country; devoted the best part of my life to obtain and support its independence; and 
constantly witnessed the patriotism, fidelity, and perseverance, of my fellow-citizens 
on the most trying occasions, it is not for me to hesitate, or abandon a cause in which 
my heart has been so long engaged. i 

Convinced that the conduct of the government has been just and impartial to fo- 
reign natians; that those internal regulations which have been established by law for 
the preservation of peace are in their nature proper, and that they have been fairly 
executed; nothing will ever be done by me to impair the national engagements; to 
innovate upon principles which have been so deliberately and uprightly established; 
or to surrender, in any manner, the rights of the government. To enable me to main- 
tain this declaration, I rely, under God, with entire confidence on the firm and enlight. 
ened support of the national legislature, and upon the virtue and patriotism of my fel- 
low-citizens, 

JOHN ADAMS. 
On motion, 

Ordered, That Messrs. Tracy, Laurance, and Livermore, be a committee to report 
the draught of an address to the President of the United States, in answer to his 
speech this day to both Houses of Congress, 

On motion, 

Ordered, ‘That the speech of the President of the United States this day communi- 

cated to both Houses of Congress be printed for the use of the Senate. 
On motion, 

Resolved, That each Senator be supplied, during the present session, with copies of 
three such newspapers, printed in any of the states, as he may choose; provided that 
the same are furnished at the rate of the usual annual charge for such papers, 

The Senate adjourned to 11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 1797. 


The Honorable Richard Stockton, from the state of New-Jersey, attended: 
The committee appointed yesterday not being ready to report, 
"The Senate adjourned to 11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


THURSDAY, MAY 18, 1797. 


The Honorable Henry Tazewell, from the state of Virginia, attended. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Condy, their Clerk: 

Mr President: The House of Representatives have proceeded to the choice of a 
chaplain to Congress on their part, and the Reverend Ashbel Green is duly elected. 
And he withdrew. 

Mr. Tracy, from the committee, reported the draught of an address to the President 
of the United States, in answer to his speech to both Houses of Congress, at the open- 
ing of the session; which was read, 

Ordered, That it lie for consideration. 

The Senate adjourned to 11 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


FRIDAY, MAY 19,° 1797. 


The Honorable John Henry, from the state of Maryland, attended, 
On motion, by Mr. Tracy, 

Ordered, That the report of the committee, appointed to draught an address, in an- 
swer to the speech of the President of the United States at the opening of the ses- 
sion, be recommitted. 

And, on motion, it was agreed that Messrs. Henry and Tazewellbe added to the 
committee, E 

The Vice President laid before the Senate a letter from the Secretary for the De- 
partment of: State, communicating, by order of the President of the United States, 
sundry papers, No. 1 to 18, respecting the situation of the affairs of the United States 
with France, Spain, and Holland; which papers were read, 

Ordered, That they lie for consideration. : 
After the consideration of the Executive business, 
‘The Senate adjourned to 11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 
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SATURDAY, MAY 20, 1797. 


Mr. Tracy, from the committee to whom was recommitted the report of an address 
in answer to the speech of the President of the United States, to both Houses of Con- 
gress, at the opening of the session, reported sundry amendments; which were read. 

On motion, that the report, as amended, be printed for the use of the Senate, 

It passed in the negative. f 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be postponed until Monday next. 

After the consideration of the Executive business, 

The Senate adjourned to 11 o'clock on Monday morning. 


MONDAY. MAY 22, 1797. 


The Honorable John Brown, from the state of Kentucky, and the Honorable Jacob 
Read, from the state of South Carolina, severally attended. 

The Honorable John Rutherfurd, appointed a Senator by the state of New Jersey, 
produced his credentials, which were read, and, the oath required by law being admi- 
nistered to him, he took his seat in the Senate. 

The Senate took into consideration the draught, reported by the committee, of an ad- 
dress to the President of the United States, in answer to his speeeh at the opening of 
the session; and having agreed to sundry amendments, 

On motion, 
The Senate adjourned to 11 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


TUESDAY, MAY 23, 1797. r 


The Senate resumed the consideration ofthe report ofthe'committee of the draught 
of an address, in answer to the speech of the President of the United States to both 
Houses of Congress, at the opening of the session. 

On motion, to expunge the following paragraph, to wit: 

* We are happy, since our sentiments on the subject are in perfect unison with 

ours, in this public manner to declare, that the conduct of the government bas been 
just and impartial to foreign nations, and that those internal regulations, which bave 
been established for the preservation of peace, are, in their nature, proper, and have 
been fairly executed; 

It was determined in the negative, NOT : 1 : x n 

'The yeas and nays being required by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Bloodworth, Blount, Brown, Cocke, Henry, Hunter, Langdon, Martin, Mason, 
Tazewell, and Tattnall. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Bingham, Bradford, Foster, Goodhue, Hillhouse, Howard, Laurance, Latimer, 
Livermore, Read, Rutherfurd, Sedgwick, Stockton, Tichenor, and Tracy. 

And the report being further amended, was adopted, as follows: 

Sim: The Senate of the United States request you to accept their acknowledg- 
ments for the comprehensive and interesting detail you have given, in your speech to 
both Houses of Congress, on the existing state of the Union. 

While we regret the necessity of the present meeting of the Legislature, we wish 
to express our entire approbation of your conduct in convening it on tbis momentous 
Occasion. 

‘The superintendence of our national faith, honor, and dignity, being, in a great 
measure, constitutionally deposited with the Executive, we observe, with singular 
gatisfaction, the vigilance, firmness, and promptitude, exhibited by you, in this critical 
state of our public affairs, and from thence derive an evidence and pledge of the rec- 
titude and integrity of your administration. And we are sensible it is an object of 
primary importance, that each branch of the government should adopt a language and 
en conduct, which shall be cool, just, and dispassionate; but firm, explicit, and 

ecided. ; 

_ We are equally desirous, with you, to preserve peace and friendship with all na- 
tions, and are happy to be informed, that neither the honor or interests of the United 
States forbid advances for securing those desirable objects, by amicable negotiation 
with the French republic. This method of adjusting national differences is not only 
the most mild, but the most rational and humane, and, with governments disposed to 
be just, can seldom fail of success, when fairly, candidly, and sincerely, used. If we 
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have committed errors, and can be made sensible of them, we agree with you in opin- 
ion that we ought to correct them, and compensste the injuries which may have been 
consequent thereon; and we trust the French republic will be actuated by the same 
just and benevolent principles of national policy. 

We do, therefore, most sincerely approve of your determination to promote and 
accelerate an accommodation of our existing differences with that republic, by nego- 
tiation, on terms compatible with the rights, duties, interests, and honor, of our nation, 
And you may rest assured of our most cordial co-operation, so far as it may become 
neccssary, in this pursuit. 

Peace and harmony with all nations is our sincere wish; but, such being the lot of 
humanity, that nations will not always reciprocate peaceable dispositions, it is our firm 
belief, that effectual measures of defence will tend to inspire that national self-respect 
and confidence at home, which is the unfailing source of respectability abroad, to check. 
aggression, and prevent war. 

While we are endeavoring to adjust our differences with the French republic, by 
amicable negotiation, the progress of the war in Europe, the depredations on our 
commerce, the personal injuries to our citizens, and the general complexion of affairs, 
prove to us your vigilant care, in recommending to our attention effectual measures 
of defence, 

Those which you recommend, whether they relate to external defence, by permit- 
ting our citizens to arm for the purpose of repclliug :ggre:sions on their commercial 
rights, and by providing sea convoys, or to internal defence, hy increasing the estab- 
lishments of artillery and cavalry, by forming a provisional army, by revising the mili- 
tia laws, and fortifying, more completely, our ports and harbors, will meet our consi- 
deration, under the influence of the same just regard for the security, interest, and 
honor, of our country, which dicta:ed your recommendation. 

Practices so unnatural and iniquitous, as those you s ate, of our own citizens, con- 
verting their property and personal exertions into the means of annoying our trade, 
and iajuring their fellow-citizens, deserve legal severity commensurate with their 
turpitude. 

Although the Senate believe that the prosperity and happiness of our country does 
not depend on general and extensive political connections witi European nations, yet 
we can never lose sight of the propriety as well as necessity of enabling the Ex- 
ecutive, by sufficient and liberal supplies, to maintain, and even extend, our forcign 
intercourse, as exigencies may require, reposing full corfidence in the Exccutive, in 
whom ‘he Constitution has placed the powers of negotiation. 

We learn, with sincere concern, that attempts are in operation to alienate the af- 
fections of our fellow-citizens from their government, Attempts so wicked, wherever 
they exist, cannot fail to excite our utmost abhorrence. A government chosen by the 
people for their own safety and happiness, and calculated to secure both, cannot lose 
their affections, so long as its administration pursues the principlés upon which it was 
erected, And your resolution to observe a conduct just and impartial to all nations, 

_a sacred regard to our national engagements, and not to impair the rights of our go- 
vernment, contains principles which cannot fail to secure to your administration. the 
support of the National Legislature, to render abortive every attempt to excite dan- 
gerous jealousies among us, and to convince the world that our government, and your 
administration of it, cannot be separated from the affectionate support of every good 
Citizen, And the Senate cannot suffer the present occasion to pass, without thus 
publicly and solemnly expressing their attachment to the Constitution and government 
of their country; and as they hold themselves responsible to their constituents, their 
consciences, and their God, it is their determination, by all their exertions, to repel 
every attempt to alienate the affections of the people from the government, so highly 
injurious to the honor, safety, and independence of the United States, 

We are happy, since our sentiments on the subject are in perfect unison with yours, 
in this pub ic manner to declare, that we believe the conduct of the government has 
been just and impartial to foreign nations, and that those internal regulations which 
have been established for the preservation of peace, are in their nature proper, and 
have been fairly executed. 

And we are equally happy in possessing an entire confidence in your abilities and 
exertions in your station to maintain untarnished the honor, preserve the peace, and 
support the independence of our country; to acquire and establish which, in connec- 
tion with your fellow-citizens, has been the virtuous effort ofa principal part of your 
life. : 

-To aid yonin these arduous and honorable exertions, as itis our duty, so it shall be 
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our faithful endeavor, And we flatter ourselves, sir, that the proceedings of the pre- 
gent session of Congress will manifest to the world, that, although the United | States 
love peace, they will be independent. That they are sincere in their declarations to 
be just tothe French, and all other nations, and expect the same in return. 

Tf a sense of justice, a love of moderation and peace, shall influence their councils, 
which we sincerely hope, we shall have just grounds to expect, peace and amity be- 
tween the United States and all nations will be preserved. 

But if we are so unfortunate as to experience injuries from any foreign power, and 
the ordinary methods by which differences are amicably adjusted between nations 
shall be rejected. the determination “not to surrender in any manner the rights of the 
government” being so inseparably connected with the dignity, interest, and independ- 
ence of our country, shall by us be steadily and inviolably supported. 

THOMAS JEFFERSON, 
Vice President of the United States and President of the Senate, 


Ordered, That the committee who prepared the address wait on the President of 
the United States, and desire him to acquaint the Senate at what time and place it will 
be most convenient for him that it should be presented. 

Mr, Tracy reported from the committee that. they had waited on the President of 
the United States, and that he would receive theaddress of the Senate to-morrow, at 
12 o'clock, at his own house. : 

Whéreupon, 

Resolved, That the Senate will, to-morrow, at 12 o'clock, wait on the President of 
the United States accordingly. 

After the consideration of the Executive business, 

The Senate adjourned to 11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 24, 1797. 


The Honorable Elijah Paine, from the state of Vermont, attended. 

Agreea»ly to the resolution of yesterday, the Senate waited on the President of 
the United States, and the Vice-President, in their name, presented. the address then 
agreed to. 

Ete which the President of the United States was pleased to make the following 
repl; : 

` Mr, Vice President, 

and Gentlemen. of the Senate: 

It would be an affectation in me to dissemble the pleasure 1 feel on receiving this 
kind address. : 

My long experience of the wisdom, fortitude, and patriotism, of the Senate of the 
United States, enhances in my estimation the value of those obliging expressions of 
your approbation of my conduct, which are a generous reward for the past, and an 
affecting encouragement to constancy and perseverance in future, 

Our sentiments appear to be so entirely in unison, that I cannot but believe them 
to be the rational result of the unders'andings and the natural feelings of the hearts of 
Americans in general, on conte nplating the present state of the nation. 

While such principles and affections prevail, they will form an indissoluble bond of 
union, and a sure pledge that our country has no essential injury to apprehend from 
any portentous appearances abroad. In a humble reliance on Divine Providence, 
we may rest assured, that, while we reiterate with sincerity our endeavors to accom- 
modate all our d-fferences with France, the independence of our country cannot be 
diminished, its dignity degraded, or its glory tarnished, by any nation or combination 
of nations, whether friends or enemies. 

JOHN ADAMS. 

The Senate returned to their own chamber. 

The Senate adjourned to 11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


THURSDAY, MAY 25, 1797. 
The Senate adjourned to 11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


FRIDAY, MAY 26, 1797. 


The Honorable Humphrey Marshall, from the state of Kentucky, attended, 
On motion, 
The Senate adjourned to 11 o’clgck on Monday morning. 


a 
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MONDAY, MAY 29, 1797. 


"The Honorable James Ross, from the state of Pennsylvania, attended, 

Mr. Read gave notice that he would, to-morrow, move for leave to bring in a bill to 
prevent the exportation of arms and ammunition from the United States, for a limited 
tine. 

On motion, by Mr. Sedgwick, . 

Ordered, That so much of the President's speech as relates to building and equip- 
ping, within the United States, cruisers to commit depredations on the commerce of 
the United States, and so much thereof as relates to citizens of the United States fit- 
ting out privateers, taking the command, or entering on board of them, and commit. 
ting spoliations on the commerce of the United States, be referred to Messrs. Liver. 
more, Laurance, and Read, to consider and report thereon; and that the said commit- 
tee be authorized to report by bill or bills, or otherwise, 

On motion, by Mr. Sedgwick, 

Ordered, That so much of the President’s speech as relates to a revision of the laws 
for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the militia. be referred to Messrs, Howard, 
Latimer, Tichenor, Foster, and Laurance, to consider and report thereon; and that 
the said committee be authorized to report by bill or bills, or otherwise. 

On motion, by Mr. Sedgwick, 

"That so much of the President's speech as relates to the establishment of à perma- 
nent system of naval defence, and authorizing the arming of vessels the property of 
individuals; be referred to a select committee to consider and report; and that the 
said committee be authorized to report by bill or bills, or otherwise. 

A motion was made that this motion be postponed until to-morrow; and 

It passed in tbe negative. 

On motion, by Mr. Tazewell, 

That the words, “and authorizing the arming of vessels the property of individu- 

als,” be expunged, 
" i ; Yeas ..... . . ll 
It was determined in the negative, Nays... IILI 

The yeas and nays being required by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Bloodworth, Blount, Brown, Cocke, Hunter, Langdon, Livermore, Martin, 
Mason, Tazewell, and Tattnall. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Bingham, Bradford, Goodhue, Hillhouse, Howard, Latimer, Laurance, Mar- 
shall, Paine, Read, Ross, Rutherfurd, Sedgwick, Stockton, Tichenor, Tracy, and Vin. 
ing. . 
Mind it was agreed that the original motion be referred to Messrs, Goodhue, Bing- 
ham, Bradford, Henry, and Rutherfurd. 

On motion, : 

Ordered, That so much of the President's speech as relates to providing means of 
additional defence, by an augmentation of the regular artillery and cavalry, and making 
arrangements for forming a provisional army, be referred to Messrs. Tracy, Sedgwick, 
Marshall, Ross, and Vining, to consider and report thereon to the Senate; and that the 
said committee be authorized to report by bill or bills, or otherwise. 

On motion, by Mr. Sedgwick, ` 

Ordered, That so much of the President’s speech as relates to fortifying our ports 
and harbors, be referred to Messrs. Stockton, Hillhouse, and Paine, to consider and 
report thereon; and that the said committee be authorized to report by bill or bills, or 
otherwise. 

After the consideration of the Executive business, 

The Senate adjourned to 11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


TUESDAY, MAY 30, 1797. 


Conformable to notice given yesterday, Mr. Read had permission to introduce a 
bill prohibiting, for a limited time, the exportation of arms and ammunition; which 
bill was read the first time, 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the second reading. 

After the consideration of the Executive business, 

"The Senate adjourned to.11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 1797. 


The bill prohibiting, for a limited time, the exportation of arms and ammunition, 
was read the second time. . 

Ordered, That it be referred to Messrs, Read, Brown, and Bloodworth, to consider 
and report thereon to the Senate. p 
' After the consideration of the Executive business, : 

The Senate adjourned to 11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 1, 1797. 


Mr. Livermore, from the committee appointed for the purpose, reported a bill to 
prevent citizens of the United States privateering against nations in amity, or against 
citizens of the United States; which was read the first time. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the second reading. 

After the consideration of the Executive business, 

"The Senate adjourned to 11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 2, 1797. 


Mr. Read, from the committee to whom was referred the bill prohibiting, for a 
limited time, the exportation of arms and ammnnition, reported sundry amendments; 
which were read and adopted. : 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading, as amended, 

The bill to prevent citizens of the United States privateering against nations in 
amity, or against citizens of the United States, was read the second time. 

Ordered, ‘Chat this bill pass to the third reading. 

The Vice President laid before the Senate a communication from the Treasurer of 
the United States, accompanying his Specie account for the quarter ending the 31st 
of March last, together with his account of receipts and expenditures in the War 
Department, for the same period; which were read, 

Ordered, That they lie on the table, : 

The Senate adjourned to 11 o'clock on Monday morning. 


MONDAY, JUNE 5, 1797. 


The bill prohibiting, for a limited time, the exportation of arms and ammunition, 
and for encouraging the importation thereof, was read the third time; and, being fur- 
ther amended, 

Resolved, Vhat this bill pass; that it be engrossed; and that the title thereof be, 
* An act prohibiting, for a limited time, the exportation of arms and ammunition, and 
for encouraging the importation thereof.” 

Ordered, That the Secretary desire the concurrence of the House of Representa- 
tives in this bill. 

The bill to prevent citizens of the United States privateering against nations in 
amity with, or against citizens of, the United States, was read the third time, 

fesolved, That this bill pass; that it be engrossed; and that the title thereof be «An 
act to prevent citizens of the United States privateering against nations in amity with 
or against citizens of, the United States. , 
. eu That the Secretary desire the concurrence of the House of Representatives 
in this bill. 

Mr. Tracy, from the Committee to whom was referred so mueh of the President's 
Speech as relates to providing means of additional defence, by an augmentation of 
the regular artillery and cavalry, and making arrangements for forming a provisional 
army, reported a bill; which was read the first time. 

Ordered, "That this bill pass to the second reading. 

After the consideration of the Executive business, 

The Senate adjourned to 11 o'clock to-morrow morning, 


TUESDAY, JUNE 6, 1797. 


Mr. Langdon presented to the Senate the petition of Samuel Cutts and others, mer. 
chants, of the state of New Hampshire, praying compensation for certain Spoliations 
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committed on their property, in the prosecution of fair and legal commerce, by the 
armed vessels of foreign nations; which petition was read. A 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. 

The bill for raising and organizing an additional corps of artillerists and engineers 
was read the second time, 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 

Mr. Tracy, from the committee to whom was referred so much of the President's 
speech as relates to providing means of additional defence, by an augmentation of the 
regular artillery and cavalry, and making arrangements for forming a provisional ar- 
my, reported a bill; which was read the first ume. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the second reading. 

Mr. Goodhue, from the committee to whom was referred so much of the President’s 
speech as relates to the establishment of a permanent system of naval defence, and 
authorizing the arming of vessels the property of individuals, reported a bill; which 
was read the first time. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the second reading. 

The Senate adjourned to 11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 1797. 


The bill providing for the protection of the trade of the United States was read the 
second time; and, after debate, 
Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be postponed until to-morrow. 
The bill for raising and organizing an additional corps of artillerists and engineers 
was read the third time; and being further amended, * 
On the final passage of the bill, 
Yeas , .. . . - 18 


It was determined in the affirmative, E^ ys : 8 


The yeasand nays being required by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Bingham, Bloodworth, Goodhue, Hillhouse, Howard, Latimer, Laurance, 
Livermore, Marshall, Paine, Read, Ross, Rutherfurd, Sedgwick, Stockton, Tichenor, 
Tracy, and Vining. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs, Blount, Bradford, Cocke, Langdon, Martin, Mason, Tazewell, and Tattnall, 

So it was 

Resolved, That this bill pass; that it be engrossed; and that the title thereof be ** An 
act for raising and organizing an additional corps of arüllerists and engineers.” 

Ordered, That the Secretary desire the concurrence of the House of Representatives 
in this bill. 

After the consideration of the Executive business, 

The Senate adjourned to 11 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 8, 1797. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Condy, their Clerk: 

Mr. President: ‘The House of Representatives have passed the bill, sent from the 
Senate for concurrence, entitled * Án act prohibiting, tor a limited time, the export- 
ation of arms and ammunition, and for encouraging the importation thereof,” with 
amendments; in which they desire the concurresce of the Senate. And he withdrew, 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the bill providing for the protection of 
the trade of the United States. 

On motion, to strike out of the first section the following’words: 

« And also to procure, by purchase or otherwise, and cause to be fitted out, manned, 
and employed, a number of vessels, not exceeding nine, to carry not exceeding twen- 
ty guns each:” 


It was determined in the negative, 3 Nays "48 


The yeas and nays being required by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Bloodworh, Blount, Brown, Cocke, Hunter, Langdon, Livermore, Martin, 
Mason, Tazewell, and Tattnall, 
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Those who voted in the negative, are, : " . 
Messrs. Bradford, Foster, Goodhue, Henry, Hillhouse, Howard, Latimer, Lau- 


rance, Marshall, Paine, Read, Ross, Rutherfurd, Sedgwick, Stockton, Tichenor, Tracy, 
and Vining. 
On motion, . 
The Senate adjourned to 11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 9, 1797. 


l t : 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amendments of the House of Representatives 
to the bill, sent from the Senate for concurrence, entitled “ An act prohibiting, fora 
limited time, the exportation of arms and ammunition, and for encouraging the im- 
portation thereof.” 

On motion, i f 

Ordered, That the amendments be : referred to Messrs. Ross, Read, and Brown, to 
consider ənd report thereon to the Senate. . 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Condy, their Clerk: 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives have passed the bill, sent from the 
Senate for concurrence, entitled “An act to prevent citizens of the United States 
privateering against uationsin amity with, or against citizens of, the United States,” 
with amendments, in which they desire the concurrence of the Senate. And he with- 
drew. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the bill providing for the protection 
of the trade of the United States; and, 

On motion, 

It was agreed to amend the third section, to be read as follows: 

“ Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United States may 
employ the said frigates, and the said vessels, to protect the ships and cargoes belong- 
ing solely to the citizens of the United States, and also the harbors and seacoast of 
the United States, in such manner, and under such regulations, as shall in no ways con- 
travene either the laws of nations or any existing treaties between the United States 
and foreign nations." 

On motion; further to amend the section, by striking out the words “and also,” and, 
in lieu thereof, inserting, * within; and in the following line, before the words *sea- .Ț 
Coast," to insert the words * on the"— 

It was determined in the negative Yeas ... . . . 13 

? Mays... . . . 15. 

‘The yeas and nays being required by one fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, ave, 5 

Messrs. Bloodworth, Blount, Cocke, Foster, Hillhouse, Hunter, Langdon, Liver- 
more, Martin, Marshall, Mason, Tazewell, and Tattnall. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs, Bingham, Bradford, Brown, Goodhue, Henry, Latimer, Laurance, Paine; 
Read, Ross, Rutherfurd, Sedgwick, Stockton, Tichenor, and Tracy. | 

On motion, to agree to the section as amended, 

: : F j Yeas .. . .. . 15 

It was determined in the affirmative, $ Na Sia ee as 

The yeas and nays being required by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Bingham, Bradford, Goodhue, Henry, Hillhouse, Latimer, Laurance, Paine, 
Read, Ross, Rutherfurd, Sedgwick, Stockton, Tichenor, and Tracy. 

Those who voted inthe negative, are, 

Messrs. Bloodworth, Blount, Brown, Cocke, Foster, Hunter, Langdon, Livermore, 
Martin, Marshall, Mason, Tazewell, and Tattnall. 

On motion, . 

Ordered, That the bill be recommitted. 

Mr. Ross, from the committee to whom was referred the amendments of the Housa 
of Representatives to the bill, entitled **An act prohibiting, for a limited time, the 
Éxportation ef arms and ammunition, and for encouraging the importation thereof,” 
reported, that the same be adopted, which report wasread. Whereupon 

Resolved, That the Senate do concur in the said amendments. 

Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the House of Representatives therewith, 

n motion, - ` 
Ordered, vat Mr. Tinea be appointed a committee for enrolled bills, on the 
or, H, 
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part of the Senate, jointly with such committee as may be appointed for that purpose 
on the part of the House of Representatives, i 
Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the House of Representatives therewith, 
The Senate adjourned to 11 o'clock on Monday morning. 


MONDAY, JUNE 12, 1797. 


On motion, 
. Ordered, That the amendments of the House of Representatives to the bill, enti- 
ted “ An act to Prevent citizens of the United States privateering against nations in 
amity with, or against citizens of, the United States,” be referred to the committee 


Mr. Goodhue reported, from the committee to whom was referred the bill provid- 
ing for the protection of the trade of the United States, and the report was read. 
Ordered, That it be printed for the use of the Senate. 
The bill for raising an additional corps of light dragoons was read the second time, 


` Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be postponed until to-morrow, 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr, Condy, their Clerk: 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives concur in the resolution of the Se. 
nate, appointing a joint committee on enrolied bills, and have appointed a committee 
on their part, And he withdrew, ; 

The Senate adjourned to 11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


TUESDAY, JUNE 13, 1797. 


Mr. Livermore, from the committee to whom was referred the amendments of the 
House of Representatives to the bill, entitled * An act to prevent citizens of the Unit. 
ed States privateering against nations in amity with, or against citizens of, the United 
States,” reported that the same be adopted, 

Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Senate do concur in the said amendments, 

Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the House of Kepcesentatives therewith, 

Mr. Tichenor reported, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, that they had exa. 
mined the enrolled bill, entitled * An act prohibiting, for a limited time, the export- 
ation of arms and ammunition, and for encouraging the importation thereof; and 
that it was duly enrolled, 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report of the committee, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill providing for the protection of the trade of the United States, 

On motion, to strike out the eighth section, as reported by the committee, as fol- 
lows: 

* Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United States be, and 
he is hereby, authorized and empowered, should he deem it expedient, to cause to be 
procured, by purchase, or otherwise, and to be fitted out, manned, and employed, a 
number of vessels, not exceeding nine, to carry not exceeding twenty guns each:” 
Yeas......12 

Nays ...... 15, 
The yeas and. nays being required by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Bloodworth, Blount, Brown, Cocke, Foster, Hunter, Langdon, Livermore. 
Martin, Mason, Tattnall, and Tazewell, 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

: Messrs. Bingham, Bradford, Goodhue, Henry, Hillhouse, Latimer, Laurance, Mar- 
shall, Paine, Read, Rutherfurd, Stockton, Tichenor, Tracy, and Vining. 

And the report being amended, was adopted. 

On motion, ; 
Tt was agreed to expunge the second section of the original bill, 
And the other sections of the original 


of light dragoons; and, after progress, 
Ordered, iat the farther consideration thereof be postponed, 


The following written message was received from the President of the United 
States, by Mr, Malcom, his Secretary: 
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Gentlemen of the Senate, and f 
Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: 

T have received information from the commissioner, appointed on the part of the 
United States, pursuant to the third article of our treaty with Spain, that the running 
and marking of the boundary line, between the colonies of East and West Florida, and 
the territory of the United States, have been delayed by the officers of bis Catholic 
majesty; and that they have declared their intention to maintain his jurisdiction, and 
to suspend the withdrawing his troops from the military posts they occupy within the 
territory of the United States, until the two governments shall, by négotiation, have 
settled the meaning of the second article, respecting the withdrawing of the troops, 
garrisons, or settlements, of either party, in the territory of thé other; that is, whether, 
when the Spanish garrisons withdraw, they are to leave the works standing, or to de- 
molish them; and, until, by an additional article to the treaty, the real property of the 
inhabitants shall be secured; and, likewise, until the Spanish officers are sure the fn- 
dians will be pacific. The two first questions, if to be determined by negotiation, might 
be made subjects of discussion for years, and as no limitation of time can be prescrib- 
ed to the other, a certainty in the opinion of the Spanish officers that the Indians will 
be pacific, it will be impossible to suffer it to remain an obstacle to the fulfilment of 
the treaty on the part of Spain. . 

To remove the first difficulty, I have determined to leave it to the discretion of the 
officers of his Catholic majesty, when they withdraw his troops from the forts, within 
the territory of the United States, either to leave the works standing, or to demolish 
them; and to remove the second, I shall cause an assurance to be published, and to be 
particularly communicated to the minister of his Catholic majesty, and to the’ gover- 
nor of Louisiana, that the settlers or occupants of the lands in question, shall not be 
disturbed in their possessions by the troops of the United States; but, on the contrary, 
that they shall be protected in all their lawful claims; and to prevent or remove every 
doubt on this point, it merits the consideration of Congress, whether it will not be expe. 
dient, immediately, to passa law, giving positive assurances to those inhabitants, who, 
by fair and regular grants, or by occupancy, have obtained legal titles or equitable 
claims to lands in that country, prior to the final ratification of the treaty between the 
‘United States and Spain, on the twenty-fifth of April, 1796, 

This country is rendered peculiarly valuable by its inhabitants, who are represented 
to amount to nearly four thousand, generally well affected, and much attached to the 
dd States, and zealous for the establishment of a government under their au- 
thority. 

I, therefore, recommend to your consideration, the expediency of erecting a go- 
vernment in the district of the Natchez, similar to that established for the territory 
northwest of the river Ohio, but with certain modifications, relative to titles or claims 
of land, whether of individuals or companies, or to claims of jurisdiction of any indi- 
vidual state, 


United States, June 12, 1797. 


JOHN ADAMS, 


The message and papers were read. 
Ordered, That they lie for consideration, 
The Senate adjourned to 11 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14, 1797. 


Mr. Tichenor reported, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, that they had exa. 
mined the enrolled bill, entitled * An act to prevent citizens of the United States from 
privateering against nations in amity with, or against citizens of, the United States,” 
and that it was duly enrolled. 

On motion, 

Ordered, That the message of the President of the United States, of the 12th instant, 
with the papers accompanying it, be referred to Messrs, Tracy, Brown, and Ross, to 
consider and report thereon to the Senate, 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mt. Condy, their Clerk: 

Mr. President: The Speaker of the House of Representatives having signed two 
enrolled bills, 1 am directed to bring them to the Senate for the signature of the 
Vice President. And he withdrew. 3 ^ie ; 
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The Vice President signed the enrolled bills, yesterday and this morning reported 
to have been examined, and they were delivered to the committee, to be laid before 
the President of the United States for his approbation. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the bill for raising an additional corps of 
light dragoons; which was amended; and, 

On the quesiion to agree to the third reading of the bill, 


It was determined in the negative, AE Dat Mae Epi: A T 
The yeas and nays being required by one-fifth of the Senators present, 
ose who voted in the affimative, are, 

Messrs. Bingham, Goodhue, Latimer, Laurance, Livermore, Marshall, Paine, Read, 
Rutuerfurd, Sedgwick, Stockton, Tichenor, and Tracy, 

Those who voted in the hegative, are, 

Messys. Bloodworth, Blount, Bradford, Brown, Cocke, Foster, Henry, Hillhouse, 
Hunter, Langdon, Martin, Mason, Ross, Tattnall, and Tazewell, 

So it was 
Resolved, That this bill do not pass. 
The Senate adjourned to 11 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 15, 1797. 


Mr. Tichenor reported, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, that they did yester. 
day lay before the President of the United States the enroiled bill,entitled «An act prohi- 
biting, for a limited time, the exportation of arms and amiunition, and for encouragiag 
the importation thereof," and the enrolled bill, entitled * An act to prevent citizens 
of the United States from privateering against nations in amity with, or against citizens 
of, the United States,” 

A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. Malcom, his Secretary: 

Mr. President: The President of the United States yesterday approved aua signed 
“ An act prohibiting, for a limited time, the exporiation of armis and ainmunition, and. 
for encouraging the importation thereof? aud * An act to prevent citizens of the 
United States from privateering against nations in amity with, or against citizens of, 
the United States.” i 

Ordered, That the Secretary accuaint the House of Representatives therewith, 

"The bill providing for the protection of the trade of the United States was read 
the third tine; and, 

On the final passage of the bill, as amended, 


Yeas, ....,....... 16 
Rays 5... ......13. 

The yeas and nays being required by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Bingham, Bradford, Goodhue, Henry, Hillhcuse, Latimer, Laurance, Paine, 
Read, Ross, Rutherfurd, Sedgwick, Stockton, Tichenor, Tracy, and Vining, 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Bloodworth, Blount, Brown, Cocke, Foster, Hunter, Langdon, Livermore, ’ 
Marshall, Martin, Mason, Tattnall, and Tazewell, 

So it was 


It was determined in the affirmative, 


‘Mr. Goodhue notified the Senate, that he should, to-morrow, ask leave to introduce 
a bill to prevent the arming of private ships, except in certain cases, and under cer. 
tain. regulations, 

The Senate adjourned to 11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 16, 1797, 


Agreeably to notice given yesterday, Mr. Goodhue obtained leave to introduce a 
bill to prevent-the arming of private ships, except in certain cases, and under cer. 
tain: regulations; which was read the first time. 

Ordered, That this bill P ass to the second reading, 
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A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Condy, their Clerk: 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives have passed a bill, entitled * An act 
to provide for the further defence of the ports and harbors of the United States;’* in 
which they desire the concurrence of the Senate. And he withdrew, 

The bill was read. 

On motion, : à 

Jt was agreed, by unanimous consent, to dispense with the rule, and that this bill 
be now read the second time, 

Ordered, That it be referred to Messrs. Laurance, Henry, and Read, to consider and 
report thereon to the Senate. 

'The Senate adjourned to 11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 17, 1797. 


The bill to prevent the arming of private ships, except in certain cases, and under 
certain regulations, was read the second time; and, after debate, 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be postponed until Monday next. 

The Senate adjourned to 11 o’clock on Monday morning. 


MONDAY, JUNE 19, 1797. 


Mr. Laurance, from the committee to whom was referred the bill, entitled ** An act 
to provide for the further defence of the ports and harbors of the United States," 
reported that the bill pass without amendment. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Condy, their Clerk: 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives have passed a bill, entitled * An act 
directing the appointment of agents, in relation to the sixth article of the treaty of 
amity, commerce, and navigation, between the United States and Great Britain," and , 
a bill, entitled “An act in addition to an act, entitled * An act concerning the regis- 
tering and recording of ships and vessels,” in which they desire the concurrence of 
the Senate. And he withdrew. ] E 

The bill last mentioned was read. 

On motion, it was agreed, by unanimous consent, to dispense with the rule, and that 
this bill be now read the second time. 

Ordered, That it be referred to Messrs. Goodhue, Bingham, and Langdon, to con- 
sider and report thereon to the Senate. 

The bill first mentioned in the message was read. 

Ordered, ‘That it pass to the second reading. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the bill to prevent the arming of private 
ships, except in certain cases, and under certain regulations; and, after debate, 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be postponed. 

Mr. ‘Tracy, from the committee to whom was referred so much of the President’s 
speech as relates to providing means of additional defence, by an augmentation of the 
regular artillery and cavalry, and making arrangements for forming a provisional ar- 
my, reported a bill, which was read the first time. 

‘Resolved, That this bill pass to the second reading. 

The Senate adjourned to 11 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


TUESDAY, JUNE 20, 1797. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Condy, their Clerk: 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives have passed a bill, entitled ** An act 
directing a detachment from the militia of the United States;” in which they desire 
the concurrence ofthe Senate. And he withdrew. 

The bill was read. ; 

On motion, it was agreed, by unanimous consent, to dispense with the rule, and that 
this bill be now read the second time. 

Ordered, That it be referred to Messrs. Laurance, Tazewell, and Bradford, to con- 
sider and report thereon to the Senate. 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives for concurrence, entitled “An act 
directing the appointment of agents, 1n relation to the sixth article of the treaty of 
amity, commerce, and navigation, between the United States and Great Britain,” was 
read the second time, 
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Ordered, That it be referred to Messrs, Tazewell, Henry, and Brown, to consider 
and report thereon to the Senate. 2 

The bill, sent from the House of Representatives for concurrence, entitled * An act 
to provide for the further defence of the ports and harbors of the United States,” was 
read the third time. 

On motion, to strike out the third section of the bill, as follows: 

“Sze, 3. And be it further enacted, That the President of the United States be, and 
he is hereby, empowered to authorize any of the states, which were found indebted 
to the United States in a settlement of accounts between them and the respective 
states, to expend, under hisdirection, the sums respectively due from them, in for. 
tifying their ports and harbors, and the sums, which may be so expended, shall be 
passec to the credit of the said states, on account of the balances found and reported 

y the commissioners for settling the accounts between the United States and the in- 
dividual states, to be due from the said states tothe United States: Provided, the said 
states shall and do cede to the United States the lands or places on which sach forti- 
fications shall be so erected, in cases where the lands are the property of such states:” 

; : : Yes ...... 9 

It was determined in the negative, $ Na PLN 18. 

The yeas and nays being required by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, . 

Messrs. Blood worth, Blount, Brown, Cocke, Langdon, Marshall, Martin, Mason, and 
Tazewell. 2 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Bingham, Bradford, Foster, Goodhue, Henry, Hillhouse, Hunter, Latimer, 
Laurance, Livermore, Paine, Read, Ross, Rutherfurd, Sedgwick, Stockton, Tattnall, 
and Tracy. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That this bill pass. : 

Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the House of Representatives with the concur- 
rence of the Senate in this bill, 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Condy, their Clerk: 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives do not concur in the bill, sent from 
the Senate, entitled **An act for raising and organizing an additional corps of artil- 
. lerists and engineers.” And he withdrew. 

A motion was made, to add, after the 14th rule, a new one, as follows: 

* And when a motion shall be made for striking out any period, section, or clause, 
in a report, resolution, or bill, it Shall always be in order to move any amendment or 
amendments of such period, section, or clause, and such amendment, or amendments, 
shall always be decided before the question on striking out is put.” 

And, after debate, 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be postponed. 

After the consideration of the Executive business, 

The Senate adjourned to 11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 21, 1797. 


Mr. Laurance, from the committee to whom was referred the bill, sent from the 
House of Representatives for concurrence, entitled “ An act directing a detachment 
from the militia of the United States,” reported that the bill pass without amendment, 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. 

Mr. Goodhue, from the committee to whom was referred the bill, sent from the 
House of Representatives for concurrence, entitled “An act in addition to an act, en- 
titled * An act concerning the registering and recording of ships and vessels," reported 
sundry amendments; which were read and adopted. i 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading as amended. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the bill to prevent the arming of pri- 
vate ships, except in certain cases, and under certain regulations, 

On motion, 

Ordered, Thatit be referred to Messrs, Tracy, Tazewell, Goodhue, Livermore, and 
Bingham, to consider and report thereon to the Senate. 

The bill to enable the President of the United States, under certain restrictions, to 
raise a provisional army, was read the second time; and, after debate, 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. Tichenor reported, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, that they had exa- 
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mined the bill, entitled “ An act to provide for the further defence of the ports and 
harbors of the United States,” and that it was dwly-enrolled, 

‘After the consideration of the Executive business, .. 

The Senate adjourned to 11 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 22, 1797. 


The following written message was received from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Malcom, his Secretary: 


Gentlemen of the Senate: "i 
Having sent the report and documents which accompany this message to the House 
of Representatives, in compliance with their desire, expressed in their resolution of the 
tenth of this month, I think it proper to send-duplicates to the Senate for their inform- 
ation. : 
JOHN ADAMS. 
United States, June 22, 1797. 


The message was reac. . 

Ordered, That the message and papers lie for consideration. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Condy, their Clerk: 

Mr, President: ‘The Speaker of the House of Representatives having signed an 
enrolled bill, £ am directed to bring it to the Senate for the signature of the Vice 
President. And he withdrew. . 

The Vice President signed the enrolled bill yesterday reported to have been exa- 
mined, and it was delivered to the committee, to be laid before the President of the 
United States for his approbation. 

The bill, sent from the House of Representatives for concurrence, entitled * An 
act directing a detachment from the militia of the United States," was read the third 
time. i 

Resolved, That this bill pass. 

Ovdered, Thatthe Secretary acquaint the House of Representatives with the con- 
currence of the Senate in this bill. ` 

‘The bill, sent from the House of Representatives for concurrence, entitled “An act. 
in addition to an act, entitled *An act concerning the registering and recording of 
ships and vessels,” was read the third time. Whereupon, i 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. 

Ordered, That the Secretary desire the concurrence of the House of Representa- 
tives in tbe amendments. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Condy, their Clerk: 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives have passed a resolution “that the 
President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives, be autho- 
rized to close the present session by adjourning their respective Houses on the 
twenty-eighth day of this month;” in whieh they desire the concurrence of the Se- 
nate, Andhe withdrew. 

The resolution was read. 

Ordered, That it lie for consideration. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the bill to enable the President of the 
United States, under certain restrictions, to raise a provisional army; and, after debate, 

‘The question was taken on the third reading of the bill; and 

E 2 . Yea$...... 

It was determined in the negative, $ Nays eae ME 

'The yeas and nays being required by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

'Those who voted in the affirmative, are, : 

Messrs. Goodhue, Laurance, Marshall, Head, Ross, Rutherfurd, Sedgwick, Tiche- 
nor, and Tracy. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Bloodworth, Blount, Bradford, Brown, Cocke, Foster, Hunter, Hillhouse, 


Howard, Langdon, Latimer; Livermore, Martin, Mason, Paine, Tattnall, and Taze- 
well. 


So the bill was lost. 
, After the consideration ofthe Executive business, 
The Senate adjourned to 11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 23, 1797. 
A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Condy, their Clerk: 
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Mr: President: The House of Representatives agree to the amendments of the Se- 
nate to the bill, entitled “ An act in addition to an act, entitled «An act concerning 
the registering and recording of ships and vessels.” And he withdrew.. 

Mr. Tazewell, from the committee to whom was referred the bill, entitled “An act 
directing the appointment of agents in relation to the sixth article of the treaty of ami- 
ty, commerce, aud. navigation, between the United States and Great Britain," reported 
sundry amendments; which were read. : $ 

Ordered, That they be printed for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. Tichenor reported, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, that they had this 
day examined the enrolled bili, entitled * Anact directing a detachment from the mi- 
litiatof the United States;? and that they had thisday laid before the President of the 
United States the enrolled bill, entitled * An act to provide for the further defence of 
the ports and harbors of the United States,” 

The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution of the House of Representatives, 
for the adjournment of the two Houses of Congress on the 28th instant; and, after de- 
bate, 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be postponed until Tuesday next, 

Mr. Read notified the Senate that he should, to-morrow, request leave to introduce 
a bill empowering the President of the United States to lay, regulate, and revoke, em- 
bargoes, during the recess of Congress, 

Mr. Tracy notified the Senate that he should, to-morrow, request leave to introduce 
abill directing the period at which the next session of Congress shall commence. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the motion made the 20th instant for an'addi- 
tional rule; and, : 

‘On motion, 

It was agreed to postpone the consideration thereof until the next session of Con- 

ress, 

r The Senate adjourned to 11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 24, 1797. 


A confidential message was received from the President of the United States, by 
Mr. Malcom, his Secretary, which was read, and entered at large on the Executive 
journal of this date. 

Ordered, That it lie for consideration. " j 

Agreeably to notice given yesterday, Mr. Read obtained permission to introduce a 
bill to authorize the President of the United States to lay, regulate, and reyoke embar- 
goes; which was read. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the second reading. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amendments reported by the committee to 
the bill, sent from the House of Representatives for concurrence, entitled * An act di- 
recting the appointment of agents, in relation to the sixth article of the treaty of ami- 
ty, commerce, and navigation, between the United States and Great Britain," which 
were in part adopted. 

Ordered, Vhat this bill pass to the third reading as amended. * 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Condy, their Clerk, 

Mr. President: The President of the United States hath notified the House of Repre- 
sentatives that he yesterday approved and signed “ An act to provide for the further 
defence of the ports and harbors of the United States.” 

The House of Representatives ask a conference on the act passed the last session of 
Congress, entitled * An act to alter the time of the next meeting of Congress; and 
have appointed a committee for the purpose on their part. 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives baving signed an enrolled bill, 1 am 
directed to bring it to the Senate, for the signature of the Vice President. And he 
withdrew. : 

The Vice President signed the enrolled bill yesterday reported to have been exa- 
mined, and it was delivered to the committee, to be laid before the President of the 
United States, for his approbation. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Condy, their Clerk: 

Mr, President: The House of Representatives concur in the bill, sent from the Se- 
nate, entitled “ An act providing for the protection of the trade of the United States," 
with amendments; in which they desire the concurrence of the Senate. And he 
withdrew. : 

_Agreeably to notice gien yesterday, Mr. Tracy obtained permission to introduce a 
bill ascertaining the time for the next meeting of Congress. 
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viding for the protection of the trade of the United States," were read. ins 
Ordered, That they be printed for the use of the Senate, aUa ul 
Mr. Tracy, from the committee.to whom was referred the bill to prevent the. arme 
ing of private ships, except in certain cases, and under'certain regulations, reported .: 
sundry amendments; which were read... - ER uod 
Ordered, That they be printed for the use of the Senate. -~ A vu Eg 
After the consideration of thé Executive business, - . a d S es e 
The Senate ádjourned.to 11 o'clock on Monday morning. 


The amendments of the House of Representatives to the bill, entitled “An act pro- - 


MONDAY, JUNE 26, 1797. ^... | 0 


: Mr. Tichenor reported, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, that they did on the 
24th instant lay before the President of the United States the enrolled bill, entitled . 
* An act directing a detachment from the militia of the United States; and that, on 
the same day, they did examine the enrolled bill, entitled ** An act in addition to an 
act, entitled * An act concerning the registering and recording of ships and vessels; 
and that it was duly enrolled. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Condy, their Clerk: 

Mr. President: The Speaker of the House cf Representatives having signed an en- - 
rolled bill, t am directed to bring ic to the Senate for the signature of the Vice Presis 
dent And he withdrew. . 

The Vice President signed the enrolled bill this day reported to bave beeo examin- 
ed, and it was delivered to the committee, to be laid before the President of the Unit- 
ed States. 

The bill to authorize the President of the United States to lay, regulate, and revoke 
embargoes, was read the second time. é ; | 

On motion toexpunge the first section of the bill, as follows: — , ase 

* Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States ‘of 
America in Congress assembled, That the President of the United States be, and ‘he 
hereby is, authorized and empowered, whenever, in his opinion, the public safety shall. 
so. require, to lay an embargo on all ships and vessels in the ports of the United States; 
or upon the ships and vessels of the United States, or the ships and vessels of any fo- 
reign nation; or upon ships and vessels ofthe United States or of any foreign nation, 
destined to any, particular foreign ports or places, under such rcgulations as the cir. 
cumstances of the case may réquire, and to continue or revokethe same whenever he 
shall think proper. And the President is hereby zully authorized to give all such or- 
ders to the officers of the United States as may be necessary to carry thé same into 
full effect: Provided, The authority aforesaid shall not be exercised while the Con. 
gress of the United States shall be in session; and any embargo which may be laid by 
the President as aforesaid shall cease and determine in fifteen days from the actual 
meeting of Congress next after laying the same:” 

-§ Yeas... ee. 12 

€Nays....... . 15. 

The yeas and. nays being required by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in, the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Bloodworth, Blount, Bradford, Brown, Cocke, Henry, Langdon, Livermore, 
Martin, Mason, Tattnall, and Tazewell. E 

Those who voted in the negative, are, . k : ^ 

Messrs. Bingham, Foster, Goodhue, Hillhouse, Howard, Hunter, Latimer, Marshall, 
Paine, Read, Ross, Rutherfurd, Sedgwick, Stockton, and Tracy. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. - l ; : 

Agreeably to notice given on the 24th inst. Mr. Tracy had leave to introduce a bill 
fo ascertain the time for the next meeting of Congress; which was read. 

On motion, x i : 

Ordered, That the question on the second reading be postponed, : 

The resolution of the House of Representatives of the 24th instant, asking a confer. 
ence on the act, éntitled “An act to alter the time for the next meeting of Congress,” * 


* 


It was determined in the negative, 


was considered.. T ] 
Resolved, That the Senate do not agree to the proposed conference. ' luv 
Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the House of Representatives therewith, ~ 
“SOn motion, LUDSREX GUT 
Ordered, That the bill to ascertain the time for the next meeting of Congress’ pass 
to the second reading. . EPA NE : Tux ac 
The cue pues to consider the amendments of the House of Representatives 
Vol. B, ES SEP 
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States.” No - 
< Resolved, That they agree to the amendments to the 2d, 4th, and 5th sections, and 
disagree to all the other ameridments.to the said bill. i : NEC 
Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the House of Representatives therewith. 
The bill, sent from the House of Representatives for concurrence, entitled ** Anact 
directing the appointment;of agents m relation to the sixth article of the treaty of 
amity, commerce, aud navigation, between. the United States and Great Britain,” was 
read the third time; and, being further amended, 
Resolved, "liat this bill pass with amendments.’ 
- Ordered; That the Secretary desire the. concurrence of the House of Representa- 
tives in the amendments, - : : 
Mr. Mason asked and obtained leave of absence after to-morrow, 
“After the consideration of the Executive business, 
- The Senate adjourned to 11 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


to.the bill, entitled “An act providing for the protection of the trade of the United 


TUESDAY, JUNE 27, 1797. 


Mr. Tichenor reported, from the Committee on’ Enrolled Bills, that they did this 
day lay before the President of the United States the enrolled bill, entitled * An act 
: yn addition to an act, entitled. * An act concerning the registering and. recording of 
ships and vessels,” A i ig eti i 
‘The bill to ascertain the time for: the next meeting of Congress*was read the se- 
cond time.” ; : bI: 
On motion, to insert ‘December,’ in place of ‘November,’ in the first enacting 
velause, oe 
T Yeas... e.. 16 
Nays...... 12. 
; The. yeas and nay$ being required by one-fifth ofthe Senators present, 
"Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 
Messrs. Bingham, Bradford, Brown, Henry, Howard, Hunter, Latimer, Mason, Read, 
Ross, Rutherfurd, Sedgwick, Stockton, Tattnall, Tazewell, and Vining. 
"Those who voted in the negative, are, . 
Messrs. Bloodworth, Cocke, Foster, Goodhue, Hillhouse, Langdon, Livermore, Mar- 
shall, Martin, Paine, Tichenor, and Tracy. 
And the bill being further amended, 
Ordered, That it pass to the third reading. , 
. The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution of the House of Representatives 
for an adjournment of Congress on the 28th instant. Í 
(77:09 motion, , i tos 
T£ was agreed to amend the resolution, by inserting ‘ the 3d of July’ for the time 
ofadjournment. 1 
- On motion, to agree to the resolution as amended, 
. It passed. in the negative. ' 
Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the House of Representatives therewith. 
A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Condy, their Clerk: 
Mr; President: The President of the United States hath notified the House of Re- 
resentatives, that, on the,24th instant, he approved and signed * An act directing a 
detachment from the militia of the United States; and on this day **An act in addi- 
tion to an act, entitled “An act concerning the registering and recording of ships and 
vessels." i 
¿The House, of Representatives disagree to the amendments of the Senate to the 
bill, entitled ** An act directing the appointment of agents in relation to the sixth ar- 
‘ticle of the treaty of amity, commerce, and navigation, between the United States aud 
Great Britain.” | ‘i | : f 
“They have passcd à bill, entitled * An act laying duties on licenses for selling. fór- 
ign Wines'and foreign distilled spirituous liquors by retail,” and a bill, ntitled “An 
nue in force, for a limited time, the act, and sections of acts, therein men- 
ich bills they desiré the concurrence of the Senate. .— : 
on their-amendments to the bill, entitled * An act providing for the pro- 
t ade of the United States,” ask a conference theréon, and have appoint- 
ed manage eit part. Andhe withdrew. i | a i 
disi ught from the House of Representatives were read. 
"Ordered, That erally pass to the second reading. 


“It passed in the affirmative, 
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The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the résolution of the House of Re- 
presentatives on their amendments to the bill, entitled «An act directing the appoint- 
ment of agents, in relation to the sixth article of the treaty of amity, commerce, and 
navigation, between the. United States and Great Britain.’ Whereupon, à Cu 
Resolved, That they do recede from their said amendments. ‘ 
Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the House of Representatives therewith. - 
The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution of the House of Representatives 
asking a conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the bill, entitled 
«Anact providing for the protection of the trade of the United States." 3 
Resolved, That they do agree to the. proposed conference, and that Messrs. Taze-" 
well and Goodhue. be managers at the same on the part of the Senate. a 
Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the House of Representatives therewith. = | 
` Mr. Hunter presented the petition of Stephen Drayton, late a deputy quarter-mas- 
ter general in the American army, praying for liquidation and payment of certain de- 
manda against the United States, therein mentioned; which was read. 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Secretary for the Department of War, to con- 
sider and report thereon to the Senate at the next session of Congress. 
'l'he bill to authorize the President of the United States to lay, regulate, .and re- 
voke embargoes, was yead the third time. d 
On the final passage of the bill, 
It was determined in the negative $ Rays ee 2 
3 Nays. . e. e. 15. 
The yeas and nays being required by one fifth of the Senators present, 
Those who voted in the affirmative, arc, . 
Messrs. Foster, Goodhue, Hillhouse, Howard, Hunter, Latimer, Read, Ross, Ruther- 
furd, Sedgwick, Stockton, and Tracy. 
- Those who voted in-the negative, are, 
"Messrs. Blood worth; Blount, Bradford, Brown, Cocke, Henry, Langdon, Livermore, 
Marshall, Martin, Mason, Paine, Tattnall, Tazewell, and Tichenor. VP 
: So it was, ~ > ee ae, : ; d te 
Resolved, That this bill do not pass. - 
After the consideration of the Executive business, 
The Senate adjourned to 11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 28, 1797. 


-The bill, sent from the House of Representatives for concurrence, entitled ** An act 
to continue in force, for a limited time, the act, and sections of acts, therein mentioned,” 
Was read the second time. ‘ 

Ordered, That this bill be referred to Messrs. "Tracy, Henry, and: Bloodworth, to 
consider and report thereon to the Senate. 

Mr. Tazewell reported from the committee appointed on the part of the Senate, 
to confer on the amendments tothe bill, entitled * An act providing for the protec- 
tion of the trade of the United States," that the committee could not agree to à report. 
Whereupon, | : 

Onmotion  - f vo 

Resolved, That the Senate adhere to their disagreement to the first amendment. 

On motion, to.recede from their disagreement to the amendment for adding three. 
additional sections to the end of the bill, un i 

Jt was determined in the affirmative. ] : à 

On motion, to amend the said amendment, 2 question. of order was by the Vice 
President submitted to the Senate, to wit: . : T M 

1s it in order, in the present case, for the Senate to recede from their disagreement 
toan amendment of the House of Representatives, and agree to the same with an a- 
mendment? And : RODA Dd ; 

It was detérmined in the affirmative. And, . . : 

On the question to agree to the said amendment to the amendment of the House 
of Representatives,. ` : . i HM 
.: it passed in the negative. M ee c 
Resolved, That the Senate recede from their disagreement to all the ameni 
- to the said bill, except the first. RT l : 
Ordered, That the Secretary. acquaint the House of Representatives therew: 
The bill, sent from tae House of Representatives for concurrence, entit 
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act laying. duties on licenses for selling. foreign wines and foreign distilled spirituous 
“fiquors by retail,” was.read the second time. : AE 
^ Ordered, That it be referred to Messrs, Paine, Ross, and Goodhue, to consider and 
report thereon to the Senate. -~ ; VAM: : 
The bill to ascertain the time for the next meeting of Congress was read the third 
time, and amended: fat i ; K : 
-< Ordered, That this bill pass; that it be engrossed; and that the title thereof be “An 
‘act to ascertain the time for the next meeting of Congress.” 
\ “Ordered, That the Secretary desire the concurrence of the House of Representa- 
“tives.in this Bill. * d Ld uet : 
" «The Senate proceeded to consider the report of the committee, to whom was re. 
‘ferred the bill to prevent the arming of private ships, except in certain cases, and un- 
der certam regulations; and, after debate, the further consideration thereof was post. 
poned until to-morrow. 
“After'the consideration of the ‘Executive business, 
.". The Senate adjourned to 11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


* 


THURSDAY, JUNE 29, 1797. ` 


;:Mr. Tracy, from the committee.to whom wasreferred the bill, sent from the House 

' of Representatives for concurrence, entitled “ An actto continue in force, for a limit- 
“ed time, the act, and sections of acts, therein mentioned,” reported, that it pass with- 

out amendment. : ; Pu 
Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. E 
_ “Mx. Tichenor reported, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, that they had exa- 
"Wnined the enrolled bill, entitled “An act directing the appointment of agents, in rela- 
-tion to the sixth article of the treaty of amity, com nerce, and navigation, between the 

‘United ‘States arid Great Britain," and that it was duly enrolled. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr, Condy, their Clerk: 

Mr. President: The Speaker of the House of Representatives having signed an en- 
rolled bill, I am directed to bring it to the Senate for the signature of the Vice Pre- 
‘sident. 

They recede from their first amendment disagreed to by the Senate to the bill, en- 
titled “An act providing for the protection of the trade of the- United States.” And 

he withdrew. 

"The Vice President signed the enrolled bill last. reported to have been examined, 
and it-was delivered to. the committee, to be laid betore the President of the Unit- 
ed. States for bis approbation. - 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the report of the committee to whom was 
referred the bill to prevent the arming of private ships, except in certain cases, and 

--ainder certain regulations; and. having amended the report, 
Ordered, That it be recommitted, together with the amendment thereto, to Messrs, 
"Marshall, Ross, and Read, to consider and report thereon to the Senate, 
The Senate adjourned to 11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


x 


FRIDAY, JUNE 30, 1797. 


-o Phe Vice President laid before the Senate a letter from the Comptroller of the 
“Treasury to the Secretary of the Senate, with the copy ofa letter in answer to one 
fromthe Speaker of the House of Representatives, on the 


froin law providing compensa- 
Sion to. thé members of Congress; which was read. : 


dered, That they be referred to Messrs. Read, Stockton, and Livermore, to.con- 
' and report thereon to the Senate, by bill or otherwise. DM l 
<Mr Tichenor reported, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, that they. did this 
day lay before the President of the United States the enrolled bill, entitled * An act. 
directing the appointment of agents, in relation to the sixth article of the treaty of 
amity, commerce, and navigation, between the United States and Great Britain.” 

A message frm the House of Representatives, by Mr. Condy, their Clerk: ,.. 

Mr, President:- The President of the United States hath. notified the House of Re- 
presentatives that he this day approved and signed “An act directing. the appoint- . 
ment of agents, in relation to the sixth article of the treaty of amity, commerce, and ` 
navigation, between the United States and Great Britain." 


The House of Representatives concur. in the bill, sgt from the Senate, entitled 
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« An act toascertain the time for the next meeting of Congress,” with amendments, 
in which they desire the coucurrence of the Senate. And he withdrew. |. 7507 

The bill, Sent from the House of. Representatives for concurrence, entitled * An 
act to continue in force, fór a limited time, the act and sections of acts therein men- 
tioned,” was read the third time, and being further amended, : 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. | m 2 

Ordered, That the Secretary desire the concurrence of the. House of Representatives 
in the amendments. p 5 TAE 

The Senate proceeded to considér the amendments of the House of Representa- 
tives to the bill, entitled * An act to ascertain the time for the next meeting of Con- 

: gress;" and, a : Uto 
- Resolved, ‘Shat they do concur therein." à f : 
- Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the House. of Representatives therewith. 

Mr. Read, from the committee to whom was referred the letter from the Comptrol- 
ler of the Treasury to the Secretary of the Senate, reported. a bill for allowing full 
mileage to the members of the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States; which was read. : 

On motion, it wasagreed, by unanimous consent, to dispense with the rule, and that 
this bill be now read the second time. 

Ordered, That it pass to the third reading. . 

Mr. Tracy, from the committee to whom was referred the message of the President 
of the United States, of the 12th instant, reported a bill for confirming the titles to 
certain holders of lands in the southwestern part of the United States; which. was 
read. : 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the second reading. 

Mr. Tracy further reported from the committee last mentioned, on that part of the 
message which recommends the expediency of erecting a government in the district 
of the Natches, similar to that established for the territory northwest of the river Ohio, 

" that the committee could-comeé to no resolution, Ld : Fa 
' The Senate adjourned to 11 o'clock to-miürrow morning. 


SATURDAY, JULY 1, 1797. 


The Honorable James Gunn, from the staie of Georgia, attended. íi € 

The bill for confirming the titles to certain. holders of lands in the southwestern 
part of the United States was read the second time; and, after debate, 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be’ postponed until Monday next. 

. Mr. Tichenor reported, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, tuat they yesterday 
examined the enrolled bill, entitled “An act providing a naval armament,” and this 
day the enrolled bill, entitled “ An act to ascertain the time for the next meeting of 
Congress, and to repeal the act heretofore passed for that purpose,” and that they 
were duly enrolled. ‘ E 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Condy, their Clerk: < . 

Mr. President: The Speaker -of the House of Representatives haying signed.two 
enrolled bills, i-am directed to bring them to the Senate for the signature of the Vice 
President. : 

The House of Representatives disagree to some, and agree to other, amendments 
of the Senate, with an amendment, to the bill. entitled * An act to continue in force, 
for a limited time, the act, and sections of acts, therein mentioned.” 

They have passeda bill, entitled. ** An act for reviving and continuing suits and pro- 
cess in the circuit court for the district of: North Carolina,” in which they desire the 
concurrence of the Senate, And he withdrew. ; i 

The Vice President signed the two enrolled-bills last reported. to have been exa- 
mined, and they were delivered to the: committee, to be laid before the President of 
the United States, for his approbation... f 

; Mr, Tichenor reported, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, that they tbis day 
laid the two enrolled bills last reported to have been examined before the President 
of the United States. 3 s Ss Us 

. . Mr. Hillhouse notified the Senate, that he should on Monday ask leave to intreduce ` 

s bu further to authorize the transfer of the stock standing to the credit of certain 

states. - ; RI 


' Mr. Paine, from the committee to whom was referred the bill, sent from the House 
ef Representatives for conggrrence, entitled “An act laying duties on licenses for sell- 
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ing foreign wines and foreign distilled spirituous liquors by retail," reported sundry 
amendments which were read. =- -- E MEE 

Ordered, That they be printed for the use of the Senate. ^ 

» The bill for allowing full mileage to the members of thë Senate and House of Re. 
preseutatives of the United States was read the third time. f . x 
. Resolved, That this bill pass; that it be engrossed; and that the title thereof be * An 
act for allowing fall mileage to the members of the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States." EIN ` ` 

‘Ordered, That the Secretary desire the concurrence of the House of Répresenta- 
tivesin this bid, ' | pA F 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives for concurrence, entitled. ** An act 
for reviving'and continuing suits and process in the circuit court, for the district of 
North Carolina," was read the first time. f 

On motion, it was agreed, by unanimous consent, to dispense with the rule, and that 
this bill be now read the second and third times. $ : 

Resolved, That. this bill pass. 

Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the House of Representatives therewith. 

~ The Senate proceeded to consider the resolution of the House of Representatives 
on the amendments of the Senate to the bill, entitled * An act to continue in force, for 
a limited time, the act and sections of acts therein mentioned." ne, 

Resolved, That they do recede from their amendments disagreed to by the House 
of Représentatives, and agree to their amendment to the amendment. i 

Ordered, ‘That the Sécretary acquaint the House of Representatives therewith. 

Mr. Tracy, from the committee to whom .was referred the confidential message of 
the President of the United States, of the 23d of June last, reported a bill, in addition 
to the: law of the Unitéd States, concerning consuls and vice consuls; which was read. 

Ordered, That it pass to the second reading. 2 

The Senate adjourned to 11 o'clock on Monday morning. 


MONDAY, JULY 3, 1797. 


Agreeably to notice given on the first instant, Mr. Hillhouse obtained leave to intro. . 
duce a bili further to authorize the transfer of the stock standing to the credit of cer- 
tain states; which was read. : ! ? 

On motion, it was agreed, by unanimous consent, to dispense with the rule, and that 
this bill be now read the second time. ` U 

Ordered, That it be referred to Messrs. Hillhouse, Laurance, and Tracy, to consider: 
and report thereon to the Senate, , š : : 

The bill in'addition to the law of the United States concerning consuls and vice con- 
suls was read the second time. i 2 x ' 

On motion, it was agreed, by unanimous consent, to dispense with the rule, and that 
this bill be now read the third time. ` 

On motion, that the compensation provided be three thousand, instead of four thou- 
sand dollars, : E 

It passed in the. negative. : 

Resolved, That this bill pass; that it be engrossed; and that the title thereof be 
* An act, in addition to the law of the United States, concerning consuls and vice con- 
suls?” - E l 
Ordered, That the Secretary desire the concurrence of the House of Representa- 

tives in this bill, 

Mr. Tichenor reported, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, that they had exa- 
mined the enrolled bill, entitled «« An act for reviving and continuing suits and pro- 

" cess inthe circuit court for the district of North Carolina;” and the enrolled bil, en. 
titled. « An act to continue in force, to the end of the next session, certain acts, and 
parts of acts, of limited duration;” and that they were duly enrolled. Ls 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Condy, their Clerk: ^: ©. 

Mr. Peesident:- The House of Representatives have passed a bill, entitled “ An act 
laying duties on. stamped vellum, parchment, and paper," in which they desire the 
€oncurreuce of the Senate. : Mol 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives having signed two enrolled bills, Lam 
directed to bring them to the Senate for the signature of the Vice,President.. And 
he withdrew, ^: so Ted purs ; 

d The bill last brought from.the House of Representatives for concurrence was read. 

On motion, it was agreed, by unanimous consent, to dispense with the rule, and that. : 
; this bill be now read the second time. f P P 
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Ordered, That it be referred to Messrs. Ross, Tracy, and Bingham, to consider and 
` t thereon to the Senate. ^ ~*~ ie . . ; Hd . 
he Vice President signed the two enrolled bills last reported to have been examin- 
ed, and they were delivered to the committee, to be laid before the President of the 
United States for his approbation. -° =- . z eT de 
A message fromthe President of the United States, by Mr. Malcom, his Secretary: 
Mr. President: The President of the United States, on the 1st instant, approved and. 
signed “An act providing a naval armament,” and “An act to ascertain the time for 
the next meeting of Congress, and to repeal the act heretofore passed for that pur- 
ose”. : SE f Renan. 
P He also: communicated the following written message from the Presidentof the 
United States: j ; : ; : Ec 
Gentlemen of the Senate, ES 
and Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: 


The whole of the intelligence which has for some time past been received from 
abroad, the correspondences between this government and the ministers of the bel-. 
ligerent powers residing here, and the advices from the officers of the United States, 
civil and military, upon the frontiers, all conspire to shew, ina very strong light, the 
critical situation of our country, That Congress might be enabled to form a more per- 
fect judgment of it, and of the measures necessary to be taken, I have directed the 
proper officers to prepare such collections of extracts from the public corresponden- 
ces as might afford the clearest information. The reports made to me, from the Se- 
cretary of State and the Secretary of War, with a collection of documents from each 
of them, arenow communicated to both Houses of Congress. I have desired that the 
message, reports, and documents, may be considered as confidential, merely that the 
members of both Houses of Congress may be apprized of their contents before they 
should be made public. *As soon as the two Houses shall have. heard them, I shall 
submit to their discretion the’ publication of the whole or^any such parts of them as 
they shall judge necessary or expedient for the public good. moon 


um 


JOHN ADAMS. |. 
|o United States, July 3, 1797. CUR ps VES 
The message and papers were read,- PE 
On motion, : P 0 
The copy of a letter communicated with the message was again read, in the hearing 
of Mr. Blount, who was absent when it was read the first time: and’ who, on being re- 
quested to declare whether he was the author of this letter or not, observed, that he 
wrote a letter to Carey, but was unable to say whether the copy was a correct one or 
not, without recurrence to his papers; and desired that he might have until to-mor- 
row to reply. ' 
Ordered, ‘Chat the message and papers lie for consideration. i 
Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the House of Representatives that the Presi- 
dent.of the United States hath approved and signed the two bills last mentioned. 
The Senate proceeded to consider the report of.the committee on the bill, entitled 
« An act laying duties on licenses for selling foreign wines and foreign distilled spirit- 
uous liquors by retail? and, after: debate, . j 
Ordered, That the further consideration thereof.be postponed. 
After the consideration of the Executive business, Ww te 
‘The Senate adjourned to 11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


TUESDAY, JULY 4, 1797. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the message of the President of the United States 
of the 3d instant, with the papers therein referred to. : j 

Mr. Cocke laid before the Senate a letter addressed to him, signed William Blount, 
purporting, that it was necessary for him; the said William Blount, to have further 
time for recurrence to his pápérs and other evidérice to remove suspicion, à 

On motion, . : T" i ; > 

Resolved, ‘That so much of the message from the President of the United States, of 
yesterday, and the papers accompanying the same, as relatés to a letter purporting: to 
"have been written by William Blount, a Senator from the state of Tennessee, be refer- 
red to a select committee, to consider and report what, in their opinion, itis proper. 
for the Senate to do thereon; and that the said committee have power to send for 
persons, papers, and records, relating to. the subject committed to. them, and that 
Messrs, Ross, Stockton, Henry, Sedgewick, and Read, be the committe ee 
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| Ordered, That the Senate be, for the present, under an injunction of secrecy-on the 
papers referred to nthe above mentioned message. : 2 

“Me. Tichenor reported, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, that they this day laid 
before the, President. of the. United States the enrolled bill, entitled “An act for re- 
viving and- continuing suits and processin the circuit court for the district of North Ca- 
rolina," and:the enrolled bill, entitled “ An act to continue in force, to the end of the 
next session, certain acts and parts of acts of limited duration.” e ! 

; The Sehate resumed:the consideration of the amendments reported by the commit. . 
tee'to-the bill, entitled “An act laying duties on liceuses for selling foreign wines and 
foreign. distilled?spirituous liquors by retail;” which were adopted. ee 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading. f 

A message from the House. of. Representatives, by Mr. Condy, their Clerk: 

"Mr. President: The: House of Representatives concur in the bill sent from the Se- 
nate, entitled * An act, in addition to the law of the United States, concerning consuls 
and. vice-consuls," and to the bill, entitled “An act for allowing full mileage to the 
members of the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States,” 

They have passed a-bill, entitled. ** An act making additional appropriations for the 
support of government forthe year.one thousand seven bundred and ninety-seven,” in 
which they desire the concurrence.of the Senate. And he withdrew, 

“The bill last- mentioned was read... : IM : . 
On motion, it'was agreed, by unanimous consent, to dispense: with the rule, and that 
this bill be now.réad thesecond time.” , ; pue 

Ordered, That i be referred to Messrs, Tracy, Goodhue, and Livermore, to 
consider and report thereon to the Senate. ' j uut 

My. Hillhous 


1 ` from the:committee to whom was referred the bill, further to autho- 
rize the transfer of ‘the stock. standing to the credit of certain states, reported an 
amendment, which was read and adopted. R 

Ön motion, it was agreed, by unanimous consent, to dispense with the rule, and that 
this bill be now read the third time. ; 

Resolved, That this bill pass; that it be engrossed; and that the title thereof be “ An 
act to revive and continue in force, for a limited time, an act, entitled ** An act autho- 
rizing the transfer of the stock standing to the credit of certain states." 

Ordered, That the Secretary desire the concurrence of the House of Representatives 
in this bill. à . 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the report of the committee to whom was 
referred the bill to prevent the arming of private ships, except in certain cases, and 
under certain regulations. : EE hoe 

‘On motion, to strike out the first section, reported by the committee, as an amend- 
ment, in the words following: : 
"f Sec, 1. Be it.enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That no private ship or vessel, belonging to, 
or registered in the name or names of, a-citizen or citizens of the United States, which 
shall be armed, shall be. cleared out, or permitted to depart from the United States : 
Provided, the. foregoing prohibition ‘shall not extend to any ship or vessel really and 
truly freighted and employed in the Mediterranean or African trade, or for a voyage 
beyond the Cape of Good Hope, or Cape Horn, and afmed as has been usual in those 
trades, or voyages, for defence against unlawful violence; Ra Por 


as determined in tbe affirmative, Nays E ONIS. d, urs s 


The yeas and nays being required by one-fifth-of the Senators present, 

‘Those. who voted in the affirmative, are, : : : 
rs. Bradford, Foster, Goodhue, Hillhouse, Latimer, Laurance, Livermore, 
in, Paine, Ross, Rutherfurd, Sedgwick, Stockton, Tichenor, Tracy, and Vining... 
-:Ehose who voted in the negative, are, : : . 
essrs. Bingham, Bloodworth, Brown, Cocke, Gunn, Henry, Howard, Hunter, 
arshall, Read, Tattnall, and Tazewell. UM $ 
‘Ordered, ‘Phat the further consideration of this bill be postponed until tlie. next ses- 


sion of Congress... 
Mr. Paine obtained leave of absence after Friday next, 
After the consideration of the Executive business, 
The Senate adjourned.to 11 o’clock to-morrow morning. 
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 5,1797. 


Mr. Tichenor reported, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, that they had examin- 
ed the enrolled bill, entitled ** An act, in addition to the law of the United States, 
concerning consuls and vice-consuls,” and the enrolled bill, entitled “ An act for 
allowing full mileage to the members of the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States,” and that they were duly enrolled. : : 

; A message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Condy, their Clerk: 

, Mr. President: The Speaker of the House of Representatives having signed two 
enrolled bills, I am directed to bring them to the Senate for the signature of the Vice 
President. And he withdrew, ‘ 

‘The Vice President signed the two enrolled bills last reported to have been ex- 
amined, and they were delivered to the committee, to be laid before the President of 
the United States for his approbation. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr.. Condy, their Clerk: . 

Mr. President: The President of the United States hath notified the House of Re- 
pre-sentatives that he this day approved and signed ** An act for reviving and continu- 
ing suits and process in the circuit court for the district of North Carolina," and “An 
act to continue in force, to the end of the next session, certain acts, and parts of acts, of 
limited duration.” And he withdrew. 

Mr. Koss, from the committee on part of the message of the President of the United 
States of the 3d instant, made report; and the report was read. 

On motion, 

Ordered, That the Vice President notify William Blount, a Senator from the state of 
Tennessee, by letter, to attend the Senate, : 

The Vice President accordingly addressed to him the following letter, by the door 


keeper: 
* Senate Chamber, July, 5, 1797. 
“ Sin: You are hereby required to attend the Senate, in your place, without delay. 
** By order of the Senate, Z 
gis i “ TH. JEFFERSON, President of the Senate, 
“ Wm. Blount, Esg. Senator from the State of Tennessee.” x 


On motion, that it be i : 

* Resolved, That the letter said to have been written by William Blount, together with 
the several notes that passed between the Secretary of State, and the British minister, 
relative to the said letter, be printed for the use of the members:” 

It was agreed, that the consideration of this motion be postponed until to-morrow. 

On motion, f 

Ordered, That the injunction of secrecy respecting the message of the President 
of the uteg States, of the Sd instant, and the papers accompanying the same, be 
taken off. 

The Vice President acquainted the Senate that the doorkeeper had returned his 
letter, addressed agreeably to their order, to William Blount, as, on inquiry, he could. 
not be found, 

Mr. Ross, from the committee to whom was referred the bill, sent from the House 
of Representatives for concurrence, entitled * An act laying duties on stamped vellum, 
parchment, and paper,? reported, that the bill pass without amendment. 

On motion, it was agreed, by unanimous consent, that this bill pass to the third read: 
ing at this time, ` : 

On the final passage of the bill, the question 

Was determined in the affirmative, iu Su n os a 

The yeas and nays being required by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Bingham, Bradford, Foster, Goodhue, Gunn, Hillhouse, Howard, Latimer, 
Laurance, Livermore, Marshall, Paine, Read, Ross, Rutherfurd, Sedgwick, Stockton; 
"Tichenor, Tracy, and Vining. : f 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

mm Bloodworth, Brown, Cocke, Hunter, Martin, Tattnall, and Tazewell, 

o it was i 

Resolved, That this bill pass, : T 

Ordered, 'Yhat the Secretary notify the House of Representatives of the concur. 
rence. of the Senate in this bill, : 

Mr. Tracy, from the committee to whom was referred the bill, sent from the House 
ef dE n da for Sr ene entitled “An act making additional approprin« 

on. IT. 
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tions for the support of government, for the year one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-seven," reported an amendment, which was read and adopted. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the third reading as amended. 

. The bill, sent from the. House of Representatives for concurrence, entitled “ An 
act laying duties on licenses for selling foreign wines and foreign distilled spirituous 
liquors by retail" was read the third time, and being further amended, 

Resolved, That this bill pass with amendments. i 

_Grdered, That the Secretary desire the concurrence of the House of Representa- 
tives in the amendments. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Condy, their Clerk: 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives concur in the bill, sent from the Se- 
nate, entitled. ** An act to revive and continue in force, for a limited time, an act, en- 
titled * An act authorizing the transfer of the stock standing to the credit of certain 
states,” 

They have passed a bill, entitled * An act authorizing a loan of money,” in which 
they desire the concurrence of the Senate. And he withdrew. 

The bill last mentioned was read. 

On motion, it was agreed, by unanimous consent, to dispense with the rule, and that 
this bill be now read the second time. : 

` Ordered, 'Yhat it be referred to Messrs. Hillhouse, Read, and Gunn, to consider and 
report thereon to the Senate. 

The Vice President obtained leave of absence for the remainder of the session. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the bill for confirming the titles to cer- 
tain holders of lands in the southwestern part of the United States; and, after debate, 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be postponed until to-morrow, 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Condy, their Clerk: 

Myr, President: The House of Representatives have passed a bill, entitled * An act 
laying an additional duty on salt imported into the United States, and for other pur-. 
poses," in which they desire the concurrence ofthe Senate. And he withdrew. . 

The bill last mentioned was read. 

On motion, it was agreed, by unanimous consent, to dispense with the rule, and that 
this bill be now read the second time. 

Ordered, That it be referred to Messrs. Goodhue, Bradford, and Brown, to con- 
sider and report thereon to the Senate. 

The Senate adjourned to 11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


THURSDAY, JULY 6, 1797. 


The Vice President being absent, the Senate proceeded to the choice of a Presi- 
dent pro tempore, as the constitution provides, and the honorable William Bradford 
was duly elected. 

: Ordered, That the Secretary wait on the President of the United States, and notify 
him of the election of the honorable William Bradford to be President of the Senate 

ro tempore. 

Ordered, That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives of this election. 

Mr. Tichenor reported, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, that they had exa- 
mined the enrolled bill, entitled ** An act to revive and continue in force, for a limited 
time, an act, entitled “An act authorizing the transfer of the stock standing to the 

. credit of certain states;” also, the bill, entitled * An act laying duties on stamped vel- 
lum, parchment, and paper;” and that they were duly enrolled, 

He also reported, from the committee, that they this day laid before the President 
of the United States the enrolled bill, entitled * An act, in addition to the law of the 
United States, concerning consuls and vice consuls," and the enrolled bill, entitled 
sAn act for allowing full mileage to the members of the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States.” 

Mr.. Goodhue, from the committee to whom was referred the bill, sent from the 
House of Representatives, entitled * An act laying an additional duty on salt import- 
ed into the United States, and for other purposes,” reported, that the bill pass, 

On motion, ; E 

Ordered, That the bill be now read the third time. 

Resolved, "That this bill do pass. , 

Ordered, That the Secretary notify the House of Representatives of the concur- 
sence of the Senate in this bill. i : 

The bill, sent from the House of Representatives for concurrence, entitled « An 
act making additional appropriations for the support of government, for the year 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven," was read the third time. i 


ip 
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On motion, to strike out the sum of sixty thousand, five hundred dollars, appropri- 
ated for the expense of foreign intercourse, for the purpose of inserting, fifty-one 
thousand five hundred dollars: ` 

Yeas......10 


It was determined in the negative, $ Nays 17 


The yeas and nays being required by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Bloodworth, Blount, Brown, Cocke, Foster, Henry, Hunter, Martin, Taze- 
well, and Tatnall. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Bradford, Goodhue, Gunn, Hillhouse, Howard, Latimer, Laurance, Liver- 
more, Marshall, Paine, Read, Ross, Rutherfurd, Sedgwick, Tichenor, Tracy, and 
Vining. 

Resolved, That this bill pass with an amendment. 

Ordered, That the Secretary desire the concurrence of the House of Representa- 
tives in the amendment. ` 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Condy, their Clerk: 

JMr. President: The Speaker of the House of Representatives having signed two 
enrolled bills, 1 um directed to bring them to the Senate for the signature of the Pre- 
sident, And he withdrew, 

The President signed the two enrolled bills this day reported to have been examin- 
ed, and they were delivered to the committee, to be laid before the President of the 
United States for his approbation. 

Mr. Tichenor reported, from the committee, that they this day laid the said last 
mentioned bills before the President of the United States. 

Mr. Ross, from the committee to whom was referred that part of the President's 
message of the 3d instant, which relates to a letter, purporting to have been written 
by William Blount, esquire, together with the papers accompanying the same, made 
a farther report; which was read. Upon which, 

Mr. Blount read in his place a declaration, purporting that he should attend in: his 
reg from time to time, to answer to any allegations that might be brought against 

im, : 
On motion, : 

Ordered, That the consideration of the report of the committee be postponed until 
11 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

On motion, by Mr, Blount, that he be heard by counsel on the subject matter of this 


report— 
A motion was made to postpone the consideration of this motion until to-morrow; 
and, ' 
It passed in the negative. 
On motion, . i 
Resolved, That Mr. Blount be heard by counsel, not exceeding two, to-morrow 
morning at 11 o'clock. 


On motion, , 
Ordered, That the Secretary furnish Mr, Blount with attested copies of such papers 


as he may point out, respecting the subject this day reported on by the committee. 
Mr. Hillhouse, from the committee to whom was referred the bill, sent from the 
House of Representatives, entitled * An act authorizing a loan of money,” reported, 
that the bill pass without amendment; and the bill was read the third time. 
Resolved, 'T hat this bill pass. 
Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the House of Representatives therewith, 
After the consideration of the Executive business, 
The Senate adjourned to 10 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


FRIDAY, JULY 7, 1797. 


Mr. Tichenor reported, from the committee on enrolled bills, that they had examin- 
ed the enrolled bill, entitled * An act laying an additional duty on salt imported into: 
the United States, and for other purposes;” and the enrolled bill, entitled © An act 
authorizing a loan of money; and that they were duly enrolled. : 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Condy, their Clerk: 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives have passed a resolution, ‘that the 
President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives, be autho- 
sized to close the present session, by adjourning their respective Houses on Monday 
the 10th day of this month; in which they desire the concurrence of tlie Senate. 


- 
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. The Speaker of the House of Representatives having signed two enrolled bills, T 
am directed to bring them to thé Senate for the signature of the President. | 

" The President-of the United States hath notified the House of Representatives, that, 
on the 6th instant, he approved and signed * An act laying duties on stamped vellum,. 
parchment, and paper.’ X ve 

'The House of Representatives bave passed a bill, entitled “ An act for the relief of 
Thomas Lewis," in which they desire the concurrence of the Senate, And he with- 
drew. | 1 j : 

The President of the Senate signed the enrolled bill, entitled * An act laying an 
additional duty on salt imported into the United States, and for other purposes;” and , 
the enrolled bill, entitled * An act authorizing a loan of money;” and they were deli- 
vered to the committee, to be laid before the President of the United States for his 
approbation. 

A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. Malcom, his Secretary: 

‘Mr. icresident: The President of tbe United States this day approved and signed 
« An act for allowing full mileage to the members of the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States,” * An act, in addition to the law- of the United States, 
concerning consuls and vice-consuls;” and, “ An act to revive and continue in force, 
fora limited time, an act, entitled “An act authorizing the transfer of the stock 
standing to the credit of certain states,” i ; 

Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the House of Representatives therewith, 

On motion, a e 

Resolved, That the instructions to the committee to whom was referred that part 
of the President's message of third instant, which relates to a letter, purporting to 
have been written by William Blount, esquire, together with the papers accompany. 
ing the same, be amended, by adding, after the word ‘records,’ the following words: 
*and particularly the papers of William Blount, esquire.’ 

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the report of the abovementioned committee, made yesterday, à 

On motion, that such printers as may request it, be accommodated with stands on 
the floor of the Senate, to enablé them to take notes of their proceedings on the pre- 
sent*occasion; 

Jt passed in the negative. 

Mr. Blount notified the Senate, that Jared Ingersol and Alexander J. Dallas are 
the counsel he has employed, agreeably to the vote of the Senate passed yesterday. 

The President requested of Mr. Blount to declare, whether, or not, he was the au- 
thor of a letter, a copy of which was communicated with the message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, of the third instant, Mr. Blount declined an answer. 

On motion, in consequence of the request of the counsel abovementioned, that they 
have until Monday next, to prepare themselves to shew cause. why the report of the 
committee should not be adopted: 

After debate, ; 

On motion, it was agreed that the question before the Senate be postponed, for the 
purpose of receiving à special. message from the House of Representatives. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Sitgreaves, one 
of their members, in the words following: 

Mr. President: Y am commanded, in the name of the House of Representatives, 
and of all the people of the United States, to impeach William Blount, a Senator of 
the United States, of hgh crimes and misdemeanors; and to acquaint the Senate, that 
the House of Representatives will, in due time, exhibit particular articles against him, 
and make good the same. : 

Lam further commanded, to demand, that the said William Blount be sequestered 
from his seat in the Senate; and that the Senate do take order for his appearance, to 
‘answer the said impeachment. And he withdrew. 

A motion was made as follows: : 

u Pursuant to amessage from the House of Representatives of the United States, by 
Samuel Sitgreaves, esquire, a member of that House, that they, in their own name, 
and. inthe name of all the people of the United States, have impeached William Blount, 
a member of the Senate, of high crimes and misdemeanors, and that in due time they 
will exhibit articles against him, and make good the same; and they having demanded 
that the said William Blount be sequestered from his seat in this Housee; and that the 
Senate do take order for his appearance, to answer to the said impeachment: , 

Gi Resolved, That thesaid William Blount be, and he hereby is, sequestered from his 
seat in the Senate, and that he be taken into custody of the messenger of this House, 
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until he shall enter into recognizance, himself in the sum of dollars, with ty 
sufficient sureties in the sum of __ dollars each, to appear and answer such articles 
of impeachment as may be exhibited against him.” 

On motion, it was agreed to fill the first blank with twenty thousand, and the other 
blank with fifteen thousand. | i . e 

A motion was then made to postpone the consideration of this motion until to-mor- 
row; and | 

It passed in the negative. i ; 

On motion, it was agreed to divide the motion, and that the question be taken ori 
the words, “be, and he hereby is, sequestered from his seat in the Senate, and thathe.” 

On motion, it was agreed to postpone the consideration of this division of the ques- 
tion until to-morrow. ` 

And the resolution was adopted, as follows : é . i 

Pursuant to a message from the House of Representatives of the United Statés by 
Samuel Sitgreaves, esquire, à member of that House, that they, in their own name, 
and in the name of all the people of the United States, have impeached William Blount, 
a member of the Senate, of high crimes and misdemeanors; and tbat, in due time, 
they will exhibit articles againt him, and make good the same; and they having 
demanded that the said William Blount be sequestered from his seat in this House, 
and that the Senate take order for his appearance, to answer to the said impeachment: 

Resolved, That the said William Blount be waken into custody of the messenger of 
this House, until he shall enter into recognizance, himselfin the sum of twenty thou- 
sànd dollars, with two sufficient sureties in the sum of fifteen thousand dollars each, 
to appear and answer such articles of impeachment as may be exhibited against him. 

Whereupon, Mr. Blount named his sureties, and they were satisfactory to the 
Senate. 

The President then named Mr. Blount and his sureties, who arose whilst the recog- 
nizance was read, and being approved by the Senate, it was executed in their pre- 
sence, in the form as follows: ‘ ` 

“ Be it remembered, That, on the seventh day of July, in thé year of our Lord one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven, personally appeared before the President 
pro tefhpore, and Senate of the United States, William Blount, esquire, Senator of the 
state of Tennessee, Thomas Blount, esquire, member of the House of Representatives 
of the United States, from the state of North Carolina, and Pierce Butler, esquire, of 
South Carolina, who severally acknowledged themselves to owe to the United States 
of America the following sums, that is to say: The said William Blount, the sum of 
twenty thousand dollars, and the said Thomas Blount and Pierce Butler, each, the sum 
of fifteen thousand dollars, to be levied on their respective goods and chattels, lands 
‘and tenements, on the condition following, that is to say: 

« The condition of the foregoing recognizance is such, that if the said William 
Blount shall appear before the Senate of the United States, to answer to certain char- 
ges of impeachment to be exhibited against him by the House of Representatives of 
the United States, and not depart therefrom without leave, that then the above recog- 
nizance shall cease to exist, otherwise be and remain in full force and virtue. 

« Sealed and delivered in Senate of the United States, this seventh day of July, 
* one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven. 


“WILLIAM BLOUNT, (Seal.) 
“THOMAS BLOUNT, (Seal) 
“PIERCE BUTLER, (Seal) 


Attest, — Saxurn A Oris, Secretary of the Senate of the United States, 
The Senate adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. ` 


SATURDAY, JULY 8, 1797. 


Mr. Tichenor reported, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, that they this. day 
laid before the President of the United States the enrolled bill, entitled ** An act 
laying an additional duty on salt imported into the United States, and for other pur- 
poses," and the enrolled bill, entitled **An act authorizing a loan of money.” 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Condy, their Clerk. 

Mr. President: The House of Representatives agree to the amendment of the Se- 
nate to the bill, entitled **An act making additional appropriations for the support of 
government for the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven,” with an 
amendment; in which they desire the concurrence of the Senate, And be withdrew. 
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"The Senate proceeded to consider the amendment of the House of Representatives 
to their amendment to the bill last mentioned; and ` 
_ Resolved, That they do concur therein. : 

‘Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the House of Representatives therewith: 

. On motion, 

"Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate notify the House of Representatives that, 
in consequence of their message of yesterday, by the Honorable Mr, Sitgreaves, one 
of their members, they -have caused William Blount to recognize, in the sum of twenty 
thousand dollars principal, with two sureties in the sum of fifteen thousand dollars 
eacli, to appear and answer to the impeachment mentioned in their message, : 

The bill sent from the House of Representatives for concurrence, entitled « An act 
for the relief of Thomas Lewis," was read the first time. 

Ordered, That this bill pass to the second reading. 

Mr. Hunter laid before the Senate the petition of Phebe Harwood, praying sup- 
port in her advanced age and widowhood; her husband having deceased in imprison- 
ment during the late war; and the petition was read, Š 

Ordered, That it lie on the table. : 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the report of the committee, to whom was 
referred that part of the President's message which relates to a letter purporting.tó 
have been written by William Blount, esquire, together with the papers accompany- 
ing the same. 

On motion, 

` Mr. Justice Smith was desired to attend and administer the oath to such witnesses 

as might be adduced, à 
On motion, 

Mr, Martin and Mr, Cocke, of the Senate, being sworn, severally testified, on in- 
spection of the letter said to be written by Mr. Blount, that it was his hand-writing, 
they being acquainted therewitb, and having seen bim write. 

The President then said, i 

William Blount, esquire, you have now an opportunity, agreeably to the vote of 
Senate, in pursuance of your own request, by your counsel, to shew cause, why the 
report of the committee should not be adopted. 

Mr. Blount was heard by his counsel, Mr. Ingersol and Mr. Dallas; and, after debate, 

A motion was made to postpone the consideration of the report of the committee 
to the next session of Congress; and 

Veas p ox ob x 7 


It was determined in the negative, iM s 19 


The yeas and nays being required by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Bloodworth, Brown, Cocke, Gunn, Martin, Tazewell, and Tattnall. 

"Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Bingham, Bradford, F'oster, Goodhue, Henry, Hillhouse, Howard, Hunter, 
Latimer, Laurance, Livermore, Marshall, Read, Ross, Rutherfurd, Sedgwick, Tiche- 
nor, Tracy, and Vining. 

On the question to agree to the report of the committee, as follows: 

** The committee to whom was referred that part of the President's message which 
relates to a letter purporting to bave been written by William Blount, Esq. one ofthe 
Senators from the state of "Tennessee, together with the papers accompanying the 
same, having had the same under their consideration, beg leave to make a further 
report: : : 

E That Mr. Blount having declined an acknowledgment or denial of the letter im- 
puted to him, and having failed to appear, to give any satisfactory explanation re- 
specting it, your committee sent for the original letter, which accompanies this report, 
and it is in the following words: 


: * Colonel King’s Iron Works, April 21, 1797. 

‘Dean Canxv: I wished to have seen you before I returned to Philadelphia; but I 
am obliged to return to the session of Congress, which commences on the 15th of 
May. 3 

* Among other things that I wished to have seen you about, was the business captain 
Chesholm mentioned to the British minister last winter, at Philadelphia. 

‘I believe, butam not quite sure, that the plan then talked of will be attempted this 
fall; and if it is attempted, it will be ina much larger way than then talked of; and if 
the Indians act their part, I have no doubt but it will succeed. A man of consequence 
has gone to England about the business, and if he makes arrangements as he expects, 
T shall myself have a band. in the business, and probably shall be at the head of the 
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business on the part of the British. Youare, however, to understand, that it is not 
yet quite certain that the plan will be attempted; yet, you will do well to keep things 
in a proper train of action, in case it should be, attempted, and to do so, will require 
all your management, I say require all your management, because you must take care, in 
whatever you say to Rogers, or any body else, not to let the plan be discovered by 
Hawkins, Dinsmore, Byers, or any other personin the interest ofthe United States or 
Spain. 

«If Iattempt this plan, I shall expect to have you, and all my indian country and In- 
dian friends, with me; but you are now in good business, I hope, and you are not to 
risk the loss of it by saying any thing that will hurt you, until you again hear from me. 
Where captain Chesholm is I do not know; J left him in Philadelphia in March, and he 
frequently visited the Minister, and spoke upon the subject; but 1 believe he will go 
into the Creek nation, by way of South Carolina or Georgia, He gave out he was 
going to England, but 1 did not believe him, Among things that you may safely do, 
will be to keep up my consequence with Watts, and the Creeks and Cherokees ge- 
nerally, and you must by no means say any thing in favor of Hawkins, but, as often as 
you can, with safety to yourself, you may teach the Creeks to believe he is no better 
than he should be. Any power or consequence he gets, will beagainst our plan, Per- 
haps Rogers, who has no office to lose, is the best man to give out talks against Haw- 
kins, Read the letter to Rogers, and if you think it best to send it to him, put a wafer 
in it, and forward it to him by a safe hand, or perhaps you bad best send for him to 
come to you, and speak to him yourself respecting the state and prospect of things. 

* Y have advised you, in whatever you do, to take care of yourself, I have now to tell 
you, to take care of me too, for a discovery of the plan would prevent the success, and 
much injure all parties concerned. ; 

‘It may be thatthe commissioners may not run the line as the Indians expect or wish, 
and, in that case, it is probable the Indians may be taught to blame me for making the 
treaty, To such complaintsagainst me, if such there are, it may be said by my friends, 

- at proper times and places, that Doublehead confirmed the treaty with the President, 
at Pbiladelphia, and receives as much as 5000 dollars a year, to be paid to the nation, 
over and above the first price: indeed, it may witb truth be said, that, though I made 
the treaty, that 1 made it by the instructions of the President, and, in fact, it may with 
truth be said, that I was, by the President, instructed to purchase much more land 
than the Indians would agree to sell.. This sort of talk will be throwing all the blame 
off me upon the late President, and as he is now out of office, it will be of no conse- 

uence how much the Indians blame him. Arid among other things that may be said 
for me, is, that E was not at the running of the line, and that if I had been, it would 
have been run more to their satisfaction, In short, you understand the subject, and 
must take care to give out the proper taiks, to keep up my consequence with the 
Creeks and Cherokees. Can't Rogers contrive to get the Creeks to desire the Pre- 
Sident to take Hawkins out of the nation? for, if he stays in the Creek nation, and gets 
the good will of the nation, he can and will do great injury to our plan. When you 
have read this letter over three times, then burn it. Ishall be at Knoxville in July or 
August, when I will send for Watts, and give him the whiskey I promised him. 


Iam, &c. WILLIAM BLOUNT.’ 


* Two Senators now present in the Senate have declared to the committee, that they 
are well acquainted with the hand-writing of Mr, Blount, and have no doubt that this 
letter was written by him. Your committee have examined many letters from Mr. 
Blount to the Secretary of War, a number of which are herewith submitted, as well. 
as the letter addressed by Mr. Blount to Mr. Cocke, his colleague in the Senate, and to 
this committee, respecting the business now under consideration; and find them all to 
be of the same hand-writing with the letter in question. Mr. Blount has never deni- 
ed this letter, but, on the other hand, when the copy transmitted to the Senate was 
read in his presence, on the 3d instant, he acknowledged in his place that he had writ- 
ten a letter to Carey of which he had preserved a copy, but could not then decide 
whether the copy read was.a true one. Your committee are therefore fully persuad- 
ed that the original letter now produced was written and sent to Carey by Mr. Blount. 
They also find that this man, Carey, to whom it was addressed, is, to the knowledge 
of Mr, Blount, in the pay and employment of the United States, as their interpreter 
to the Cherokee nation of indians, and an assistant in the public factory at ‘Tellico 
Blockhouse. That Hawkins, who is so often mentioned in this letter as a person who 
must be brought into suspicion among the Creeks, and if possible driven. from his 
station, is the superintendent of Indian affairs for the United States among: the south- 
ern Indians; Dinsmore is apent for the United States in the Cherokee nation; and" 
Byers, one of the agents in the public factory at Tellico Blockhouse, depen 
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“e The plan hinted at in this extraordinary letter, to be executed under the auspices 
“of the British, is So capable of different constructions and conjectures, that your com- 
mittee at present forbear giving any decided opinion respecting it; except that to Mr. 
Blount’s own mind, it appeared to be inconsistent. with the interests of the United 
States and of Spain, and he was therefore anxious to conceal it from both. But, when 
they consider his attempts to seduce Carey from his duty, as a faithful interpreter, and 
to employ him as an engine to alienate the affections and confidence of the Indians, 
“from the public officers of the United States residing among them; the measures he 
has proposed to excite a temper which must produce the recal or expulsion of our 
superintendent from the Creek nation; his insidious advice tending to the advance. 
ment of his own popularity and consequence, at the expense and hazard of the good 
opinion which the Indians entertain of this government, and of the treaties subsisting 
between us and them, your committee have no doubt that Mr. Blount’s conduct has 
been inconsistent with his public duty, renders him unworthy of a further continuance 
of his present public trust in this body, and amounts to a high misdemeanor. They 
therefore, unanimously, recommend to the Senate an adoption of the following re- 
solution: 
“e6 Resolved; That William Blount, esquire, one of the Senators of the United States, 
having been guilty ofa high misdemeanor, entirely inconsistent with his public trust 
and duty as a Senator, be, and he hereby is, expelled from the Senate of the United 


States.” ' 
-The report:was adopted, oie ee = 

"The yeas and nays being required by one-fifth of the Senators present, 

Those, who voted inthe affirmative, are, 

“Messrs. Bingham, Bloodworth, Bradford, Brown, Cocke, Foster, Goodhue, Gunn, 
Henry, Hillhouse, Howard, Hunter, Latimer, Laurance, Livermore, Martin, Marshall, 
Read, Ross, Rutherfurd, Sedgwick, Tattnall, Tichenor, Tracy, and Vining. 

Mr. Tazewell voted in the negative. 

So it was : 

Resolved, That William Blount, esq. one of the Senators of the United States, having 
been guilty of a high misdemeanor, entirely inconsistent with his publie trust and du- 
ty as a Senator, be, and he hereby is, expelled from the Senate of the United States. 

On this, Mr. Butler, in behalf of himself and Mr. Thomas Blount, the other surety, 
surrendered the person of William Blount, the principal, to the Senate, and request- 
ed to be discharged from their recognizance, Whereupon, 

On motion, * : 

Ordered, That they be discharged from their recognizance, and that the Secretary 
énter an endorsement on the back of the bond, as follows: 
ç< w And now, to wit, on this 8h day of July 1797, the Honorable Thomas Blount and 
Pierce Butler, esquires, came into the Senate and surrendered William Blount, es- 
quire, for whom they became bound yesterday." 

On motion, ^" 3 

Resolved, That William Blount be taken into the custody of the messenger of this 
House, until he shall enter into recognizance, himself, in the sum of one thou- 
sand dollars, with two sufficient sureties, in the sum offive hundred dollars each; to 
appear and answer such articles of impeachment as may be exhibited against him by 
the House of Representatives, on Monday next. 

The. Senate proceeded to censider the resolution of the House of Representatives 
of the 7th instant, proposing an adjournment of the two Houses on Monday the 10th 
instant; and, 

Resolved, That they do concur therein. ; 

Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the House of Representatives therewith. 

-After the consideration of the Executive business, 3 

The Senate adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 


MONDAY, JULY 10,1797. 


The bill sent from the House of Representatives for concurrence, entitled ** Au 

act for the relief of Thomas Lewis," was read the second. time. 
On motion; 

To agree, by unanimous consent, to dispense with the rule, and that this bill be now 
read the third time, ; 

Jt was objected to. 

So the bill was lost. ; 

Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the House of Representatives therewith. 
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Mr. Bingham laid before the Senate the petition of William Montgomery, and 
others, remonstrating on the hardship of the “act laying duties on stamped vellum, 
parchment, and paper;" which was read. ‘ 

Ordered, ‘That it lie on the table. : 

The messenger of the Senate made the following return, on their order of the 8th 
instant: ` 

“ Agreeably to the order of the Senate, the within mentioned William Blount hav- 
ing entered into recognizance, I have returned the same into the office of the Se- 
cretary of the Senate.” 

Mr. Tichenor, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that they had 
examined the enrolled bill, entitled “ An act making additional appropriations 
for the support of government for the year one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
seven;” and that it was duly enrolled. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr Condy, their Clerk:. 

Mr. President: The Speaker of the House of Representatives having signed an en- 
rolled bill, £ am directed to bring it to the Senate for the signature of the President, 
And he withdrew. : . 

The President signed the enrolled bill last examined, and it was delivered to the 
committee, to be laid before the President of the United States, for his approbation. 

Mr. Tichenor reported, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, that they did this 
day lay the enrolled bill last mentioned before the President of the United States. 
i On motion, : 

Ordered, That the Secretary transmit to the executive of the state of Tennessee 
an attested copy of the proceedings of the Senate, on the report of the committee, of 
the sixth instant, for the expulsion of William Biount. 

The Senate resumed the second reading of the bill for confirming the titles to cer- 
tain holders of lands in the southwestern part of the United States; and, after debate, 

Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be postponed until the next session 
of Congress. AR 

On motion, 

Ordered, That the Secretary lay before the President of the United States an at- 
tested copy of the proceedings of the Senate on his message of the third instant, 
transmitting a letter, signed William Blount, directed to Mr. Carey. 

On motion, i 

Ordered, That it be entered on the journal of the Senate, that William Blount fail- 
ed making his appearance this day, agreeably to the recognizance entered into on the 
eighth instant. : 

À message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Condy, their Clerk: 

Mr, President; The President of the United States hath notified the House of Re- 
presentatives, that, on the eighth instant, he approved and signed ** An act laying an 
additional duty on salt imported into the United States, and for other purposes;” and 
** An act authorizing a loan of money;" and, this day, “ An act making additional ap- 
propriations for the support of government, for the year one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-seven.” And he withdrew. 

After the consideration of the Executive business, 

On motion, f 

Ordered, That Mr. Tracy and Mr. Read be a joint committee, on the part of the 
Senate, with such as the House of Representatives may appoint on their part, to wait 
on the President of the United States, and notify him that, unless he may have any 
further communications to make to the two Houses of Congress, they are ready to 
adjourn. 

Drdered, ‘Bhat the Secretary acquaint the House of Representatives therewith, and 
desire their concurrence in the appointment of a joint committee on their part. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Condy, their Clerk: 

‘Mr. President: The House of Representatives have appointed a joint committee on 
their part, to wait on the President of the United States, and notify him that, unless 
he may have any further communications to make to the two Houses of Congress, they 
are ready to adjourn. And he withdrew. i 

Mr. Tracy reported, from the joint committee, that they had waited on the Presi- 
dent of the United States, agreeably to order, who replied, tkat he had no further 
communication to make to Congress, except a respectful and affectionate farewell. 

|: Whereupon, 

The President adjourned the Senate without day. 
> Aitest, SAMUEL A. OTIS, Secretary. 
Vor, H: 50 


APPENDIX. . 


Acts passed at the First Session of the Fifth Congress. 


An act to prevent citizens of the United States from privateering against nations in 
amity with, or against citizens of, the United States, 

An act prohibiting, for a limited time, the exportation of arms and ammunition, and 
for encouraging the importation thereof. 

An act to provide for the further defence of the ports and harbors of the United States, 

An act directing a detachment from the militia of the United States. ; 

An act in addition to an act, entitled * An act concerning the registering and record- 
ing of ships and vessels.” i 

An act directing the appointment of agents in relation to the sixth article of the treaty 
of amity, commerce, and navigation, between the United States and Great Britain, 

An act providing a naval armament. 

An act to ascertain the time for the next meeting of Congress, and to repeal the act 

‘heretofore passed for that purpose. i ; 

An act for reviving and continuing suits and process in the circuit court for the district 
of North Carolina. 

An act to continue in force, to the end of the next session, certain acts, and parts of 
acts, of limited duration. 

An act laying duties on stamped vellum, parchment, and paper. 

An act laying an additional duty on salt imported into the United States, and for other 
purposes, 

An act authorizing a loan of money. 

An act for allowing full mileage to the members of the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States. . 

An act in addition to the law of the United States concerning consuls and vice-consuls, 

An act to revive and continue in force, fora limited time, an act, entitled “ An act au- 
thorizing a transfer of stock standing to the credit of certain states.” 

An act making additional appropriations for the support of government, for the year 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven. : 
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_ The seats of the Senators of the United States will be vacated as follows: 


FOURTH MARCH, 1799. FOURTH MARCH, 1801. FOURTH MARCH, 1803. 


‘Mr. Bradford, . Bingham, Mr. Cocke, 
Mr. Brown, : . Blood worth, Mr. Foster, 
Mr. Hunter, 3 Gunn, Mr. Goodhue, 
Mr. Livermore, Mr. Henry, Mr. Hillhou se, 
Mr. Martin, . Langdon, Mr, Howard, 
Mr. Sedgwick, . Laurance, Mr. Latimer, 
Mr. Stockton, . Marshall, Mr. Mason, 
Mr, Tattnall, Mr, Paine, Mr. Ross, 


Mr. Tazewell, and Mr. Read, and Mr. Rutherfurd, and 


Mr. Vining. Mr. Tracy. Mr. Tichenor. 


nvr ceteris sss eal 


New-York and Tennessee have each only one member returned. 


APPENDIX. 391 


The proceedings of the Senate at a session specially called, 


ON SATURDAY, MARCH 4, 1797. 
To the Vice President and Senators of the United States, respectively: 


Smr: It appearing to me proper that the Senate of the United States should be 
convened on Saturday the fourth of March instant, you are desired to attend in the 
chamber of the Senate, on that day, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, to receive any com- 
munications which the President of the United States may then lay before you, touch- 
ing their interests. 

1 GEO. WASHINGTON. 
March 1, 1797. 


In conformity with the summons from the President of the United States, above recit- 
ed, the Senate assembled in their chamber, in the city of Philadelphia, and commenced 
their thirteenth session, . 


PRESENT, 
‘Tuomas JErrxnsow, Vice President of the United States, and President of the Senate. 


From New Hampshire, the Honorable John Langdon, and 


Massachusetts, the Honorable $ Dieci iis Nile and 


Rhode Island, the Honorable Theodore Foster. 
Connecticut, the Honorable $ ris es Hillhouse, and 


Uriah Tracy. 
Elijah Paine, and 
Vermont, the Honorable $ Teas c Tich enon 
New York, the Honorable John Laurance. 


New Jersey, the Honorable Richard Stockton. 
James. Ross, and 
William Bingham. 
John Vining, and 


Pennsylvania, the Honorable 


Delaware, the Honorable 3 ġ enry Latimer. 
John Henry, and 

Maryland, the Honorable John E. Howard. 

Virginia, the Honorable Henry Tazewell, and 


Stephens T. Mason. 
John Brown, and 
Kentucky, the Honorable j Humphrey Marshall. 
: : Alexander Martin, and 
North Carolina, the Honorable Timothy Bloo dvorih: 
Tennessee, the Honorable William Blount. 
South Carolina, the Honorable -Jacob Read. 


: James Gunn, and 
Georgia, the Honorable 4 Josiah Tattnall, 


Mr. Bingham administered the oath of office to the Vice President, who took the 
chair, and the credentials of the following members were read: 

Ot Mr. Foster, Mr. Goodhue, Mr. Hillhouse, Mr. Howard, Mr, Latimer, Mr. Mason, 
Mr. Ross, and Mr. Tichenor. 

And the oath of office being severally administered to them by the Vice President, 
they took their seatsin the Senate. 


